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The  Teachings  of  Jesus. 

CHAPTER  I. 

All  the  Teachings  of  Jesus  Are  to  Be  Kept  Up. 

There  is  a great  deal  of  difference  of  belief  among  Christian  people  in 
regard  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  and  in  order  to  make  this  point  plain  to 
the  minds  of  the  readers  of  this  work,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  a few 
more  truths,  are  the  reasons  for  writing  this  article.  Some  honest  Christian 
people  believe  one  part  of  what  Jesus  taught  was  changed,  or  “done  away 
with,”  as  soon  as  he  died.  Others  retain  what  the  first  got  done  away  with; 
while  other  men  hold  to  what  the  first  and  second  parties  thought  was  no 
longer  in  force,  and  get,  in  their  minds,  something  else  “done  away  with” 
as  soon  as  the  Savior  died.  Nearly  all  Christian  people  run  into  errors  of 
this  kind.  In  fact,  I know  of  no  people  who  are  entirely  free  from  such 
errors  as  this,  only  us,  the  true  servants  of  Christ. 

The  word  of  God  teaches  that  all  Christ  taught  is  to  be  kept  up,  so  it 
is  only  the  doctrines  of  men  that  tries  to  get  anything  changed,  or  done 
away  with,  that  was  in  force  during  Christ’s  public  ministry.  The  first  text 
we  will  call  your  attention  to  for  proof  on  this  important  point,  you  will 
find  recorded  in  Christ’s  sermon  on  the  mount.  “Therefore  whosoever 
heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth  them,  I will  liken  him  unto  a 
wise  man,  which  buildeth  his  house  upon  a rock,”  Mat.  7:  24.  Now,  if  you 
want  to  be  among  the  wise  men,  and  we  believe  you  do,  then  conform  your 
mind  to  believe  all  that  Jesus  taught  is  to  be  kept  up.  If  you  begin  changing, 
or  doing  away  with  any  part  of  his  teachings,  you  are  likely  to  include 
yourself  among  those  who  heard  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  and  did  them  not, 
that  is  “likened  unto  a foolish  man,  which  built  his  house  upon  the  sand.” 

The  next  text  we  will  call  your  attention  to  is  recorded  in  Mat.  24:  35, 
and  Mark  13:  31.  “Heaven  and  earth  will  pass  away,  but  my  words  shall 
not  pass  away.”  Now  take  this  quotation  in  connection  with  this  one. 
“He  that  rejecteth  me,  and  r.eceiveth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth 
him:  the  word  that  I have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day,” 
John  12:  48.  From  these  texts  it  can  be  seen  that  all  Jesus  taught  is  to 
remain  in  force — will  not  pass  away;  and  that  whatsoever  He  taught  will 
judge  us  in  the  last  day.  Now,  is  it  not  surprising  to  you  that  so  many 
continue  to  teach  that  part  of  Jesus’  teachings  were  changed,  or  done  away 
with  when  he  died?  Right  in  direct  opposition  to  these  important  texts? 
The  reason  that  they  do  so  is  because  they  are  following  the  traditions  of 
men  in  this  matter,  and  they  don’t  realize  it. 

It  was  the  Apostle  John  that  wrote  these  words.  “Whoever  trangresseth, 
and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  hath  not  God,”  2 John  1:  9.  These 
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words,  like  those  already  quoted,  permit  of  no  changing,  or  doing  away  with 
anything  the  Savior  taught. 

Here  is  another  text  in  harmony,  with  the  subject  . before  us.  “I  am  the 
vine,  ye.  are  the;  branches.  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I in  him,  the  samq 
bringfeth  forth  much  fruit  * *.  If  a man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth 

as  a brancji  and  is  withered,”  John  15:.  5.  6.  These  are  the  words  of  Jesus, 
and  they  are  addressed  to  his  followers.  They  teach  plain  enough  that  they 
must  preach  the  gospel  exactly  according  to  the  pattern  given  by  the  Great 
Head,  of  ;the  Christian  Church.  But  if  men  will  not  do  so,  they  are  “cast 
forth  as  .a  branch  and  is  withered,”  whose  fruit  .comes  to  nothing. 

It.  was  the  resurrected  Savior  that  spoke  , these  words  to  his  apostles. 
“Go.  ye  .therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:.  Teaching  them  to  observe 
all  things  whatsoever  I havp  commanded  you,”  Mat.  28:  19-20.  From  this 
text  it  can  be  seen  that  Jesus  commanded  the  apostles  to  teach  all  nations 
whatsoever  he. taught  them;  it,  made  no  difference  whether  it  was  before  he 
died  or  after.  , . 

The  Apostle  Peter  quoted  these  words  from  the  prophecy  of.  Moses. 
“A  prophet  shall  the  Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  you  of  your  brethren, 
like  unto  me:  him  shall  ye  hear  in  all  things  whatsoever  he  shall  say  unto 
you.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every  soul,  which  will  not  hear  that 
prophet,  shall  be  destroyed  from,  among  the.  people/’  Acts  3:  22-23. 

Jesus  tells  us  that  he.is.the  prophet  that  Moses  spoke  of  in  these  words, 
see  Nephi  9:  60,  Lamoni  Edition,  1911.  This  text,  just  quoted,  teaches  very 
plain  that  all  the  Savior  taught,  is  still  in  force,  and  that  the  time  will  come 
when  all  who  will  not  hear  that  prophet,  Jesus,  will  be  destroyed  from 
among  the  people — the  righteous.  And  Jesus,  knowing  that  all  who  pervert 
the  word  of  God  by  saying  that  some  of  his  teachings  were  changed,  or 
done  away  with  when  he  died,  and  doing  other  kinds  of  wickedness,  will  be 
destroyed  from  among  the  people.  And  to  warn  men  of  this  impending 
calamity,  he  has  called  his  servants’  attention  to  this  important  point  in 
these  latter  days,  D.  & C.  1:  3. 

We  have  now  introduced  plenty  of  scriptural  proof  that  all  Je.sus  taught 
during  his  public  ministry  is  to  be  kept  up,  and  that  he  commanded  the 
apostles  to  “teach  all  nations”  the  same  as  he  taught  them,  so  we  will  start 
the  next  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

When  the  Law  of  Moses  Ceased. 

Nearly  all  Latter  Day  Saints  know  that:  the  law  ;of  God,  or  gospel  of 
Christ,  was  made  known  to  men  in  the  beginning  of  the  world.  “Wherefore 
I say  unto  you,  that  I have  sent  unto’ you  mine  everlasting  covenant,  even 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning,”  D.  & C.  49:  2.  So  this' latter  day  gospel 
is  only  a reproduction  of  the  gospel  that  was  had  in  the  beginning  of  the 
world. 

After  Moses’ led  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt,  and  before  they  came-  to 
Mount  Sinai,  the  Lord  gave  them  manna  to  eat,  and  told  them  not  to  gather 
it  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  week;  but  some  of  them  disobeyed.  Then  the 
Lord  said  to  Moses,  “How  long  refuse  ye  to  keep  my  commandments  and 
my  laws?”  Ex.  16:  28.  This  text,  like  the  one  preceding  it,  shows  that  the 
law  of  God.  or  gospel  of  Christ,  was  already  revealed  to  the  people  before 
this  time.  When  Moses  arrived  at  Mount  Sinai,  he  reiterated  the  laws  of 
God  that  preceded  his  day,  and  because  the  people  were  very  rebellious, 
“the  added  law,”'  or  “law  of  carnal  corrimandments,”  was  afterwards  added 
to  the  original  code  of  laws.  It  is  this  added  law  that  is  the  law  of  Moses. 
This  law  originated  with  Moses,  so  it  was  called  after  his  name.  Paul,  in 
speaking  of  it,  said,  “It  consisted  of  divers  washings  and  carnal  command- 
ments.”- It  did  not  include  the  principal  laws  now  found  in  the  books  of 
Moses. 

Now,-  in  regard  tb  the  time  when  this  added  law,  or  the  law  of  Moses, 
ceased.  Nearly  all  Christian  people  believe  it  was  in  force  till  Christ  died. 
This  is  not  the  case1,  for  we  have  shown  in  the  preceding  chapter  that  all 
he  taught  is  to  be  kept  up.  “Heaven  and  earth  will  pass  away,  but  my 
words  will  not  pass  away.”  -So  if' Jesus  taught  the  added  law,  or  law  'of 
Moses,  it  would  always  be  in  force.  The  law  of  Moses  ceased- when  Christ 
began  his  public  ministry,  and  not  when  he 'died-,  as  commoftly  believed. 
Therefore  what  Jesus  taught  was  the  original  gospel-.-  For  proof  that  this 
is  the  case  we  will  refer  you  to  the  words  of  Paul.  “Wherefore  then  serveth 
the  law?  It  was  added  because  of  transgression,  till  the  seed  should  come,” 
Gal.  3:  19.  The  “seed”  that  was  to  “come”  was  Jesus'  Christ.  Well,  When 
did  Christ  come?  He  came  before  he  died,  didn’t  he?  Certainly  he  did. 
He  came  when  he- began  his  public  ministry.  Of  coursethe  law- Pf  Mdse’s 
was  in  force  among  the  Nephites  a little  longer  than  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
for  the  good  reason  Jesus  did  not  come  there  till  after  his  death  and  resur- 
rection in  the  land  of  Canaan. 

For  further  proof  that  this  is  the  true  understanding  of  this  important 
subject  we  will  refer  you  to  these  words:  “And  the  law  of  carnal  command- 
ments, which  the  Lord,  in  his  wrath,  caused  to  contii  ue  with  the  house  of 
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Aaron,  among  the  children  of  Israel  till  John,”  D.  & C.  83:  4.  The  John 
spoken  of  here  is  John  the  Baptist.  And  you  know  Jesus  began  his  public 
ministry  soon  after  John  started  his.  So  according  to  this  text  the  law  of 
Moses  ceased  at  that  time. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  teachings  of  Jesus  in  regard  to  the  subject 
before  us.  In  his  sermon  on  the  Mount  we  are  informed  that  divorces 
should  be  permitted  for  no  cause  but  adultery,  Mat.  5:  32.  This  shows  that 
the  law  of  Moses,  which  permitted  divorces  for  other  causes,  was  already 
something  of  the  past.  Jesus  referred  to  a few  other  things  in  this  chapter 
which  were  already  to  be  discontinued,  and  he  didn’t  wait  till  he  died  to  do 
so  either.  This  much  evidence  should  make  it  clear  to  every  one  that  the 
law  of  Moses  .ceased  when  Christ  began  his  public  ministry. 

Jesus  said,  “Verily  I say  unto  you,  till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot 
or  one  little  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled,”  Mat.  5: 
17-18.  The  law  the  Savior  spoke  of  here  is  “the  everlasting  covenant,”  or 
“everlasting  gospel”  law,  or  code  of  laws,  and  not  the  law  of  Moses. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Jesus  Gave  the  Law  and  the  Revelations  Come  Through  Him. 

In  Rev.  1:  1 we  are  informed  that  the  revelation  of  John  came  to  him 
from  Jesus  Christ.  Now,  if  you  will  read  Mat.  9:  18-19,  Inspired  Tran, 
you  will  find  these  words:  “Then  said  the  Pharisees  unto  him,  why  will  ye 
not  receive  us  with  our  baptism,  seeing  we  keep  the  whole  law?  But  Jesus 
said  unto  them,  ye  keep  not  the  law.  If  ye  had  kept  the  law,  ye  would  have 
received  me,  for  I am  he  who  gave  the  law.”  From  this  text  we  learn  that 
it  was  Jesus  “who  gave  the  law;”  that  is,  the  gospel  of  Christ.  And  the 
gospel  of  Christ  includes  “all  the  law  and  the  prophets.” 

In  Doctrine  and  Covenants  10:  12,  13:  1,  and  14:  1,  it  is  specified  that 
those  revelations  came  from  Jesus  Christ.  See  also  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
19:  3,  34:  5,  and  42:  11. 

It  was  Jesus  that  gave  the  revelations  that  Moroni  received.  “Listen 
to  the  words  of  Christ,  your  Redeemer,  your  Lord,  and  your  God,”  Moroni 
8:  8. 

It  was  “the  Captain  of  our  salvation”  that  gave  the  revelations  to  the 
brother  of  Jared;  and  even  showed  himself  to  him  as  he  would  appear  after 
taking  a body  of  flesh  and  blood,  Ether  1:  72. 

Samuel  the  Lamonite  prophesied  five  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ. 
“Behold,  I give  unto  you  a sign:  for  five  years  more  cometh,  and  behold, 
then  cometh  the  Son  of  God  to  redeem  all  those  who  shall  believe  on  his 
name,”  Hel.  5:  55.  I have  not  quoted  all  the  prophecy  of  Samuel  recorded  in 
this  chapter.  Now  turn  to  Nephi  10:  36,  for  it  says,  “I  commanded  my 
servant,  Samuel  the  Lamonite,  that  he  should  testify  unto  this  people.” 
Jesus  was  resurrected  when  he  spoke  these  latter  words.  So  it  was  Jesus. 
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five  years  before  he  was  born  into  this  world  that  had  commanded  Samuel 
the  Lamonite  to  prophesy. 

Wicked  men  were  about  to  kill  the  righteous  in  the  days  of  Nephi,  just 
before  the  coming  of  Christ.  Nephi  prayed  unto  God  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  the  following  revelation  was  received.  “And  on  the  morrow 
come  I into  the  world,  to  show  unto  the  world  that  I will  fulfill  all  that 
which  I have  caused  to  be  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  my  holy  prophets. 
Behold,  I come  unto  my  own,  to  fulfill  all  things  which  I have  made  known 
unto  the  children  of  men,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  Nephi  1:  13-14. 
It  was  the  Savior  that  came  into  the  world  the  next  day,  so  it  was  he  that 
gave  this  revelation  to  Nephi.  From  this  quotation  we  learn  that  it  was 
Jesus  that  had  “spoken  by  the  mouth  of  my  holy  prophets  * * from  the 

foundation  of  the  world.”  Jesus  was  a great  preexisting  spirit  before  he 
was  born  into  this  world.  All  L.  D.  Saints  understand  this. 

We  have  now  clearly  shown  that  the  revelations  of  God  come  through 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  prophets  of  this  earth,  and  that  it  was  “he  who  gave 
the  law.” 


CHAPTER  IV. 

All  the  Lost  Scriptures  Are  to  Be  Restored. 

Most  all  L.  D.  Saints  know  that  there  are  a great  many  lost  books 
of  scripture;  but  it  is  not  as  well  known  by  them  as  it  ought  to  be,  that 
all  this  lost  scripture  will  be  restored  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  lost  scripture  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  “The  book  of 
the  wars  of  the  Lord,”  Num.  21:  14,  and  “The.  book  of  the  law,”  Deu.  31:  26. 
This  latter  book  is  also  called  “The  book  of  the  covenant,”  Ex.  24:  7,  and 
has  already  been  restored  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  We  will  refer  to  this 
point  further  on.  “The  book  of  Jasper”  is  mentioned  in  Josh.  10:  13. 
Samuel  the  prophet  wrote  a book  before  his  now  first  book,  1 Sam.  10-:  25. 
Solomon  wrote  many  proverbs  and  songs  besides  what  are  now  found  in 
the  Bible,  1 Kings  4:  32.  “The  acts  of  Solomon”  is  spoken  of  in  1 Kings 
11:  41.  “The  book  of  Nathan  the  Prophet,”  and  “The  book  of  Gad  the 
Seer,”  1 Chron.  29:  29,  and  “The  prophecy  of  Ahijah,”  and  “The  visions 
of  Iddo  the  Seer”  are  mentioned  in  2 Chron.  9:  29.  “The  book  of  Shemaiah 
the  Prophet,”  2 Chron.  12:  15,  and  “The  book  of  Jehu,”  2 Chron.  20:  34, 
while  “The  sealed  book”  is  spoken  of  in  Isa.  29:  11.  This  latter  book  has 
already  been  restored,  and  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  Paul’s  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  1 Cor.  5:  9.  He  also  wrote 
an  epistle  to  Laodicea,  Col.  4:  16.  Judes’  third  verse  tells  about  his  writing 
about  “The  common  salvation.”  Jude  also  quotes  from  the  prophecy  of 
Enoch,  verse  14. 

Doctrine  and  Covenants,  sec.  90:  1,  tells  us  that  “The  fulness  of  John’s 
record  is  hereafter  to  be  revaled.”  Section  104:  29  records  a prophecy  of 
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Adam,  and  concludes  by  saying,  “These  things  were  all  written  in  the  book 
of  Enoch,  and  are  to  be  testified  of  in  due  time.”  So  the  fulness  of  John’s 
record,  and  the  book  of  Enoch,  although  now  lost  to  men,  will,  after  a while, 
be  restored  to  God’s  people. 

The  Apostle  Peter  was  preaching  to  the  people  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ,  and  he  said,  “Whom  the  heaven  must  receive  until  the  times  of 
restitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his 
holy  prophets  since  the  world  began,”  Acts  3:  21.  From  this  text  we  learn 
that  there  is  to  be  a “restitution,”  or  a restoring  of  all  things,  which  God 
hath  spoken  by  his  prophets  since  the  world  began.  Now,  this  not  only 
includes  a fulfillment  of  what  the  prophets  prophsied  of,  but  it  also  includes 
a restoration  of  the  words  they  spoke,  or  in  other  words,  the  lost  scriptures. 

The  teachings  of  the  great  modern  Prophet  agrfees  exactly  with  that 
given  by  the  Apostle  Peter.  He  said  there  is  to  be  a “welding  of  dispensa- 
tions, * * and  be  revealed,  from  the  days  of  Adam  even  to  the  present 

time,”  D.  & C.  110:  18.  The  way  it  will  be  revealed  from  the  days  of  Adam 
will  be  by  restoring  the  lost  scripture  of  all  the  former  dispensations. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  is  very  plain  on  the  subject  of  the  restoration  of 
the  lost  scriptures.  “And  the  Nephites  and  the  Jews  shall  have  the  words 
of  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel;  and  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel  shall  have  the  words 
of  the  Nephites  and  the  Jews.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  my  people 
which  are  of  the  house  of  Israel,  shall  be  gathered  home  unto  the  lands  of 
their  possessions;  and  my  word  also  shall  be  gathered  in  one,”  2 Nephi  12: 
72-73.  From  this  quotation  it  can  be  seen  that  the  word  of  God,  or  scrip- 
tures, are  to  be  “gathered  in  one,”  to  form  one  grand  code*  of  laws  to  govern 
God’s  people  in  righteousness.  So  this  latter  day  dispensation  will  grow  till 
it  gets  in  harmony  with  all  the  former  dispensations. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Only  One  True  Church. 

We  are  informed  in  the  Inspired  Translation  of  the  Bible  that  they  had 
the  gospel  of  Christ  in  the  days  of  Adam.  “And  thus  the  gospel  began  to  be 
preached  from  the  beginning,  being  declared  by  holy  angels,  sent  from 
the  presence  of  God;  and  by  his  own  voice,  and  by  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,”  Gen.  5:  44,  Inspired  Tran. 

In  Doctrine  and  Covenants  104:  17  we  are  told  that  “It  is  the  duty  of 
the  twelve,  in  all  large  branches  of  the  church,  to  ordain  evangelical 
ministers,  as  they  shall  be  designated  unto  them  by  revelation.  The  order 
of  this  priesthood  was  confirmed  to  be  handed  down  from  father  to  son.” 
Now  notice,  this  was  the  office  of  evangelical  ministers,  and  not  the  pro- 
phetic office,  that  went  from  father  to  son.  The  priesthood  of  evangelical 
ministers  went  from  Adam  to  Seth,  Enos,  Cainan,  Mahalaleel,  Jared,  Enoch, 
Methuselah;  and  from  him  to  Noah,  D.  & C.  104:  10-27.  So  you  can  see 
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that  these  men  were  all  members  of  the  same  church — The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Former  Day  Saints.  In  D.  & C.  83:  2 we  are  informed  that  Moses 
received  a priesthood  from  Jethro,  his  father-in-law.  From  Jethro  it  is 
traced  to  Caleb,  Elihu,  Jeremy,  Gad,  Esaias,  “and  Esaias  received  it  under 
the  hand  of  God;  Esaias  also  lived  in  the  days  of  Abraham  and  was  blessed 
of  him,  which  Abraham  received  the  priesthood  from  Melchisedec;  who 
received  it  through  the  lineage  of  the  fathers,  even  till  Noah.”  We  have 
now  traced  the  priesthood  from  Adam  to  Moses.  So  from  Adam  to  Moses 
the  true  priesthood  was  kept  up,  therefore  these  men  were  all  members  of 
the  same  church.  They  became  righteous  by  obeying  “the  gospel  that  was 
preached  from  the  beginning.” 

At  the  time  the  Lord  confounded  the  language  of  the  people  and 
scattered  them  in  various  parts  of  the  earth,  they  built  up  the  true  church 
in  whatsoever  place  they  were  located  in.  At  this  time  the  Jaredites  came 
to  America,  yet  they  were  all  members  of  the  same  church,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  same  Creator,  only  located  in  different  parts  of  the  earth. 

From  the  time  of  Moses  to  Malachi  there  were  prophets  of  God  for  a 
good  part  of  the  time;  so  the  true  priesthood  was  kept  up  in  the  Church  of 
Christ;  and  there  were  also  some  counterfeit  churches.  From  the  time  of 
Malachi  to  John  the  Baptist  we  are  not  told  that  there  were  any  prophets 
of  God;  at  least  not  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  but  there  was  true  priesthood 
kept  up  all  that  time,  or  in  other  words,  the  Church  of  Christ  still  existed 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.  There  were  John  the  Baptist  and  his  parents,  the 
family  of  the  father  and  mother  of  Jesus,  Simeon,  and  “Anna  the  Pro- 
phetess,” Luke  2:  36.  Then  there  were  “wise  men  from  the  east,”  that 
came  to  Jerusalem  when  Jesus  was  born.  After  they  finished  their  errand, 
“they  departed  into  their  own  country  another  way,”  Mat.  2:  12.  Luke,  in 
speaking  of  these  men,  said,  the  angel  of  God  told  them  about  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  Well,  this  shows  that  they  were  righteous  men,  members  of  Christ’s 
Church,  or  God  would  not  send  an  angel  to  tell  them  about  the  “glad  tidings 
of  great,  joy;”  nor  would  Matthew  speak  of  them  as  “wise  men,”  if  they 
were  not  righteous.  This  shows  that  there  were  righteous  men  in  a country 
east  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Some  of  them  may  have  held  a good  degree  of 
the  priesthood,  but  of  this  we  are  not  informed.  So  there  were  all  these 
righteous  people,  just  referred  to,  at  the  time  of  the  Savior’s  birth,  and  there 
may  have  been  several  others,  whose  names  are  not  mentioned. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  Zacharias,  the  father  of  John  the  Baptist,  was  a 
faithful  man  of  the  Aaronic  priesthood.  The  scriptures  says  of  him,  “He 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  prophsied,”  Luke  1:  67.  His  wife 
Elizabeth  had  the  Holy  Ghost,  Luke  1:  41.  Simeon  also  had  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Luke  2:  25.  So  it  looks  as  if  there  was  some  one  alive  at  that  time 
that  could  confer  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  hands.  It 
is  also  reasonable  to  believe  that  John  the  Baptist  held  some  higher  office 
than  the  Aaronic  priesthood;  for  this  reason.  “He  was  ordained  by  the 
angel  of  God  at  the  time  he  was  eight  days  old,”  D.  & C.  83:  4.  Now  if 
John  held  nothing  but  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  his  father  could  have  or- 
dained him  to  that,  without  an  angel,  but  God  sent  an  angel  to  ordain  him, 
but  we  are  not  told  unto  what  office  he  was  ordained.  In  Luke  3:  2 we  are 
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told,  “Annas  and  Caiphas  being  the  high  priests,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  unto  John  the  son  of  Zacharias  in  the  wilderness.”  So  they  had 
some  one  at  that  time  who  received  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  revelation. 

Although  400  years  had  passed  away  since  the  death  of  the  Prophet 
Malachi,  yet  the  true  church  was  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  we  have  just 
shown  that  they  had  true  priesthood.  This  Church  of  Christ  was  under 
the  leadership  of  John  the  Baptist,  as  soon  as  he  began  his  public  ministry. 
He  was  a man  of  great  influence,  for  many  “were  baptized  of  him  in 
Jordan,  confessing  their  sins,”  Mat.  3:  6.  After  a while  Jesus  came  to 
John  to  receive  baptism,  “To  fulfill  all  righteousness.”  Now  notice:  Jesus 
did  not  go  to  the  Scribes  or  Pharisees  for  baptism,  although  they  believed 
they  were  the  true  church.  But  he  went  to  John  the  Baptist;  thereby 
acknowledging  the  true  church  under  his  leadership.  Then  the  Savior 
became  the  head  of  the  church  into  which  he  was  baptized. 

After  the  Savior  began  his  public  ministry  he  was  walking  by  the  sea 
of  Galilee,  “and  saw  two  brethren,  Simon  called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his 
brother.”  So  Jesus  spoke  of  these  men  as  “two  brethren,”  evidently  already 
members  of  the  true  faith.  No  doubt  they  became  members  of  the  church 
by  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist.  Jesus  called  them  to  the  apostolic 
office.  Then  he  walked  a little  further  and  “saw  two  other  brethren,”  men 
that  were  already  members  of  the  church,  and  he  called  them  to  the 
apostolic  office,  Mat.  4:  18-21. 

Everybody  is  willing  to  admit  that  there  was  only  one  true  church  in 
the  days  of  the  Savior.  And  no  doubt  you  have  read  in  John’s  17th  that 
he  prayed  earnestly  to  God  that  his  followers  “may  be  one,  as  we  are  one.” 
Now,  since  God  and  Christ  are  one,  not  in  person,  but  in  faith,  or  belief, 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  whatever  God  would  do,  or  teach,  Christ  would  do  the 
same,  for  they  are  one,  and  he  wants  his  followers  to  be  one  with  them. 
Now  don’t  forget  this,  for  we  will  refer  to  this  point  again. 

Jesus  said  to  the  Apostle  Peter,  “I  will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven:  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  on  earth  shall  be  bound 
in  heaven:  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed  in 
heaven,”  Mat.  16:  19.  This  commission  placed  Peter  at  the  head  of  the  one 
true  church,  after  Christ  left  the  earth.  And  the  Apostle  Paul  tells  us, 
“For  by  one  spirit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body,”  or  church,  1 Cor. 
12:  13. 

During  the  ministry  of  Christ,  and  for  a few  years  after,  the  church 
increased  in  numbers  quite  fast.  Then  apostacy  began,  and  continued  to 
an  alarming  extent.  After  a while  the  church  “went  to  the  wilderness.” 
And  John,  in  prophesying  about  the  great  apostate  power,  said,  “It  was 
given  unto  him  to  make  war  with  the  saints,  and  to  overcome  them:  and 
power  was  given  him  over  all  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  nations,”  Rev. 
13:  7;  see  also  Dan.  7:  25. 

All  L.  D.  Saints  believe  alike  on  this  point,  that  the  scriptures  teach 
that  a true  succession  of  priesthood  from  the  apostles  to  the  present 
time  was  not  kept  up.  For  this  reason  the  Lord  raised  up  the  great  modern 
prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  who  was  ordained  by  angels  from  heaven,  so  the 
true  church  was  again  restored  to  the  earth — the  gospel  of  Apostolic  days. 
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it  was  organized  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1830. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  translated  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  gives  an. 
account  of  prehistoric  man  in  America.  This  book  is  even  more  definite 
than  the  Bible,  that  there  is  only  one  true  church;  see  1 Nephi  3:  221; 
Lamoni  Edition,  1911. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Gospel  of  Christ  is  the  Same  All  Through  the  World’s  History. 

In  the  third  chapter  of  this  work  it  was  shown  that  the  revelations  of 
God  came  through  Jesus  Christ  to  the  prophets  of  the  earth.  So  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  commandments  of  God,  or  the  gospel  of  Christ,  would  be 
the  same  all  through  the  world’s  history;  for  with  God,  “There  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning,”  James  1:  XI. 

We  have  already  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  gospel  of 
Christ  was  given  in  the  days  of  Adam;  see  Gen.  5:  44,  Inspired  Tran.  We 
have  also  traced  the  priesthood  from  Adam  to  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham, 
Melchisedec,  and  to  Moses.  Abraham  was  a very  righteous  man.  He 
became  so  by  obeying  “the  gospel  which  was  from  the  beginning.”  This 
is  the  reason  that  God  covenanted  with  him  to  give  to  his  posterity  the 
land  of  Canaan,  on  the  conditions  that  they  would  obey  his  laws  like 
Abraham  did.  “He  (God)  hath  remembered  his  covenant  for  ever,  the 
word  which  he  commanded  to  a thousand  generations.  Which  covenant 
fie  made  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath  unto  Isaac:  and  confirmed  the  same 
unto  Jacob  for  a law,  and  to  Israel,  (in  the  days  of  Moses,)  for  an  ever- 
lasting covenant,”  Psalms  105:  8-10.  These  words  are  also  found  in  1 Chron. 
16:  15-19.  From  this  text  we  learn  that  the  laws  Abraham  lived  by  “were 
commanded . to  a thousand  generations,”  and  there  are  not  much  over  a 
hundred  of  these  generations  gcme  by  yet;  see  Mat.  1:  17.  Therefore  the 
gospel  that  Abraham  lived  by  will  last  till  the  end  of  this  world,  and  longer. 

It  was  the  Apostle  John  that  put  these  words  on  record.  “And  now  I 
beseech  thee,  lady,  not  as  though  I wrote  a new  commandment  unto  thee, 
but  that  which  we  had  from  the  beginning,  that  we  love  one  another.  And 
this  is  love,  that  we  walk  after  his  commandments.  This  is  the  command- 
ment, that,  as  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning,  ye  should  walk  in  it,**" 
2 John  1:  5-6.  In  1 John  2:  7th  and  24th  verses,  it  teaches  the  same  as  in 
the  above  quotation.  This  shows  that  what  the  Apostle  John  taught  for 
the  gospel  of  Christ  was  the  same  as  was  taught  in  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  and  the  latter  day  gospel  is  to  be  the  same  as  the  Apostolic. 

When  the  Evangelist  Stephen  made  his  defence  before  the  people,  he 
said,  “This  is  he,  that  was  in  the  church  in  the  wilderness  with  the  angel 
which  spoke  to  him  in  the  mount  Sinai,  and  with  our  fathers:  who  received 
the  lively  oracles  to  give  unto  us,”  Acts  7:  38.  Well,  what  are  the  “oracles?’* 
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The  oracles  are  “the  revelations,  or  communications  of  God  to  his  prophets,” 
according  to  Webster’s  Dictionary.  So  Moses  received  the  oracles,  or 
revelations  from  God  at  mount  Sinai,  and  they  were  given  “unto  us,”  the 
saints  of  Apostolic  days.  So  according  to  this  text,  the  commandments  of 
God  received  by  Moses  at  mount  Sinai  were  in  force  in  the  days  of  the 
martyr  Stephen.  So  they  were  a part  of  the  gospel  then,  and  therefore 
are  a part  of  the  gospel  in  the  latter  days.  With  this  agrees  the  words  of 
Malachi  4:  4. 

We  will  now  call  your  attention  to  the  teachings  of  the  Apostle  Paul, 
recorded  in  his  letter  to  the  saints  at  Ephesus.  “Now  therefore  ye  are  no 
more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of 
the  household  of  God;  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  apostles  and 
prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone,  in  whom  all 
the  building  fitly  framed  together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord,”  Eph.  2:  19-21. 

“The  household  of  God”  includes  all  the  righteous  men  and  women 
from  the  days  of  Adam.  And  Paul  tells  the  saints  at  Ephesus  that  they  are 
"“fellow-citizens”  with  all  these  righteous  people;  therefore  they  are  all 
members  of  the  same  church. 

“In  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together  groweth  unto  an  holy 
temple  of  the  Lord.”  You  see  they  are  all  to  be  fitly  framed.  Speaking 
of  this  in  a mechanical  manner  we  would  say,  they  are  all  to  be  framed  by 
the  same  pattern;  for  there  is  only  one  true  church,  and  therefore  only  one 
true  pattern.  Yes,  all  men  are  to  become  righteous  by  “the  gospel  that  was 
from  the  beginning.”  And  if  any  of  them  get  deceived  by  some  counterfeit 
religion  they  cannot  be  placed  in  “the  holy  temple  of  the  Lord;”  in  the 
resurrected  state,  because  they  would  not  fit,  till  they  are  fitly  framed,  then 
they  will  fit,  or  agree,  being  of  the  true  faith. 

Paul  also  tells  us  that  the  Ephesians  are  “built  upon  the  foundation  of 
apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone.” 
Here  Paul  meant  the  apostles  of  his  day,  and  the  prophets  of  God  who 
preceded  his  day;  and  he  informs  us  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  chief  corner 
stone  of  the  whole  gospel  structure.  All  this  goes  to  show  that  the  gospel 
of  Christ  is  the  same  all  through  the  world’s  history. 

There  is  a beautiful  illustration  of  the  house  of  Israel  given  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  Jacob,  third  chapter.  Here  they  are  compared  to  “a  tame 
olive  tree,  which  a man  took  and  nourished  in  his  vineyard:  and  it  grew, 
and  waxed  old,  and  began  to  depay.”  “The  lord  of  the  vineyard  and  his 
servant  pruned  it  and  digged  about  it,”  and  it  put  forth  “young  and  tender 
branches.”  Then  they  grafted  in  branches  from  “a  wild  olive  tree,”  into 
“the  tame  olive  tree,”  and  took  some  of  the  young  and  tender  branches  and 
Lid  them  in  the  nethermost  parts  of  the  vineyard:  some  in  one,  and  some  in 
another  place.”  The  lord  of  the  vineyard  and  his  servant  went  to  look  at 
the  fruit.  They  went  to  four  places  besides  the  land  of  Canaan.  This 
shows  that  Israelites  were  planted  in  four  places,  besides  where  “the  mother 
tree”  grew,  and  they  got  some  good  fruit  in  all  the  places. 

After  a while  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  and  his  servant  went  to  look  at 
the  fruit  and  it  was  all  bad.  Then  he  said  to  his  servant,  Let  us  graft  in 
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some  of  the  branches  that  were  hid  in  the  nethermost  part  of  the  vineyard, 
into  the  mother  tree,  “and  they  shall  be  one.”  The  lord  of  the  vineyard 
and  his  servant  labored  dilligently  for  the  last  time  before  the  end.  And 
they  rejoiced  because  they  got  good  fruit,  “even  like  as  it  was  in  the 
beginning.” 

Now  from  the  fact  that  the  same  lord  of  the  vineyard  had  charge  of 
all  the  pruning,  it  means  that  the  same  laws  were  used  to  produce  good 
fruit — righteous  men,  “like  as  it  was  in  the  beginning.”  So  we  find  that 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  as  well  as  the  Bible,  teaches  that  God’s  laws  for  the 
salvation  of  men  are  the  same  in  the  various  dispensations. 

Most  every  one  knows  that  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  were  the  fore- 
fathers of  the  house  of  Israel,  or  tame  olive  tree.  So  they  were  the  righteous 
men  that  all  this  pruning  of  the  vineyard  had  been  done  for,  to  get  some 
more  good  men,  like  they  were.  And  right  here  is  another  point  that 
should  not  be  overlooked.  The  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  scripture  produced 
where  one  of  “the  young  and  tender  branches”  of  “the  tame  olive  tree” 
grew.  Now  since  this  branch  was  grafted  into  the  mother  tree,  in  like 
manner  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  a branch  scripture  that  is  already  joined  to 
the  “mother”  scripture — the  Bible. 

We  have  now  shown  by  the  Bible  and  Book  of  Mormon,  in  a limited 
manner,  that  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  the  same  all  through  the  world’s  history. 
Let  us  now  see  what  the  great  modern  prophet  has  put  on  record  on  this 
subject.”  Wherefore  I say  unto  you,  that  I have  unto  you  mine  everlasting 
covenant,  even  that  which  was  from  the  beginning,”  D.  & C.  49:  2.  How 
nicely  these  words  agree  with  what  has  already  been  quoted  on  the  subject 
before  us?  But  it  is  no  wonder  that  Jesus  revealed  these  words  to  Joseph 
Smith,  for  it  has  already  been  shown  that  the  gospel  that  was  given  in  the 
beginning,  “was  commanded  to  a thousand  generations,”  Psalms  105:  8-9. 
So  this  latter  day  gospel  is  a reproduction  of  the  gospel  from  the  beginning. 

Before  starting  another  chapter  it  will  be  well  to  offer  a few  remarks 
on  how  to  tell  prophets  of  God  from  false,  or  man  made  prophets.  No 
doubt  you  remember  that  Jesus  said,  “Beware  of  false  prophets,  which 
come  to  you  in  sheep’s  clothing,  but  inwardly  they  are  ravening  wolves.  * * 
Wherefore  by  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  , them,”  Mat.  7:  15-20.  Most  every- 
body believes  they  can  tell  a false  prophet  from  a true  one.  This  is  just 
where  the  people  make  their  mistake.  It  is  just  as  difficult  to  tell  a true 
prophet  from  a false  one  as  it  is  to  tell  good  from  counterfeit  money. 
Jesus  said,  “Ye  shall  know  them  by  their  fruits.”  Well,  who  are  the  “ye?” 
It  is  the  true  servants  of  Christ.  They  can  tell  them  apart,  but  other 
people  are,  and  have  been,  all  through  the  world’s  history,  continually 
accepting  false  prophets  for  true,  and  rejecting  true  prophets. 

In  the  chapter  before  this  one  we  have  shown  that  there  is  only  one 
true  church,  and  in  this  one  that  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  the  same  all  through 
the  world’s  history.  For  this  reason  prophets  of  God  teach  alike,  because 
God  gives  them  the  same  laws  to  teach.  This  is  a rule  you  can  depend  on 
in  any  and  all  circumstances.  This  is  the  best  rule  by  which  to  tell  true,, 
from  man  made  prophets,  excepting  by  revelation  from  God. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

James  J.  Strang  the  Successor  to  Joseph  Smith. 

In  the  ‘fifth  chapter  of  this  work  it  was  shown  that  there  is  only  one 
true  church,  and  that  it  “went  to  the  wilderness  in  the  early  centuaries  after 
Christ.  The  true  church  was  restored  again  and  organized  April  6th,  1830, 
and  Joseph  Smith  was  the  first  prophet  of  it.  After  fourteen  years  of  a 
faithful  ministry  he  was  killed  by  a lawless  mob  June  27th,  1844.  Soon 
after  this,  several  claimed  to  be  divinely  inspired  to  be  the  leader  of  the 
church  and  successor  to  Joseph  in  the  prophetic  office.  The  last  one  to 
make  this  claim  was  his  own  son.  This  he  did  about  sixteen  years  after 
the  Prophet’s  death.  Each  of  these,  so  called,  successors  presented  reasons, 
which  to  the  minds  of  their  followers,  justified  them  in  accepting  them  as 
the  true  successor  to  Joseph  Smith.  Now  since  there  were  several  who 
claimed  to  be  the  true  successor,  let  us  see  what  Jesus  has  revealed  through 
the  great  modern  Prophet  on  the  question  before  us.  We  will  only  have 
room  for  a limited  account  of  the  true  successors’  claims  in  this  work. 

“No  one  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  commandments  and  revelations 
in  this  church  excepting  my  servant,  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  for  he  receiveth 
them  even  as  Mos,es:  * * for  I have  given  him  the  keys  of  the  mysteries 

and  revelations,  which  are  sealed,  until  I shall  appoint  unto  them  another 
in  his  stead,”  D.  & C.  27:  2.  From  this  text  we  learn  that  Joseph  held  the 
keys  of  the  dispensation,  till  I (Jesus)  shall  appoint  unto  them  another  in 
his  stead.  There  are  no  conditions  about  this  text.  It  provides  for  an 
immediate  successor. 

“But  verily  I say  unto  you,  that  none  else  shall  be  appointed  unto  this 
gift  except  it  be  through  him,  for  if  it  be  taken  from  him  he  shall  not  have 
power,  except  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead,”  D.  & C.  43:  2.  Some  claim 
for  this  text  that  it  is  only  on  conditions  that  Joseph  would  lose  his  office 
that  he  would  be  given  power  to  appoint  his  successor.  After  all,  it  is  plain 
'enough  that  the  successor  must  be  appointed  “through  him.” 

“Rebel  not  against  my  servant  Joseph,  for  verily  I say  unto  you,  I am 
with  him,  and  my  hand  shall  be  over  him,  and  the  keys  which  I have  given 
unto  him  * * , shall  not  be  taken  from  him  till  I come,”  D.  & C.  105:  6. 

From  these  words  it  can  be  seen  that  Joseph  would  be  faithful,  and  not 
fall,  and  D.  & C.  27:  2 provides  that  he  alone  was  allowed  to  write  the  com- 
mandments, or  revelations  unto  the  church,  therefore  there  was  no  other 
way  for  a successor  to  be  appointed,  excepting  “through  him,”  and  God 
said  there  was  to  be  a successor. 

“The  president  of  the  church,  who  is  also  president  of  the  council,  is 
appointed  by  revelation,”  D.  & C.  99:  6.  These  words  are  very  plain.  And 
we  have  already  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Joseph  only,  while  he 
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lived,  was  to  give  the  revelations  to  the  church.  So  according  to  D.  & C. 
99:  6,  when  another  president  of  the  church,  or  successor,  would  be  needed, 
the  revelation  making  such  an  appointment  would  have  to  come  “through 
him,”  for  the  good  reason  no  other  person,  while  he  lived,  was  authorized  to 
give  the  revelation. 

Here  is  another  text  in  which  there  are  no  conditions  about  it,  but  a 
plain  statement.  “Verily  I sa,y  unto  you,  the  keys  of  this  kingdom  shall 
never  be  taken  from  you,  while  thou  art  in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world 
to  come;  nevertheless,  through  you  shall  the  oracles  be  given  to  another; 
yea,  even  unto  the  church,”  D.  & C.  87 : 2.  The  oracles  are  the  revelations 
from  God.  So  this  text,  as  well  as  all  the  others,  makes  provision  for  the 
successor  of  Joseph  to  be  appointed  “through  him,”  who  would  receive  the 
oracles,  or  revelations  from  God,  to  give  unto  the  church. 

Now,  the  question  arises;  Who  was  appointed  through  Joseph,  to  be  his 
successor,  as  these  revelations  teach  was  to  take  place?  No  one  even 
claimed  to  have  received  such  an  appointment,  excepting  his  true  successor 
in  the  prophetic  office,  James  J.  Strang.  Joseph  Smith  wrote  a letter  to 
him  and  appointed  Mr.  Strang  his  successor  in  the  prophetic  office.  This 
letter  was  dated  June  18th,  1844.  It  was  put  in  the  postoffice  at  Nauvoo 
the  next  day,  and  received  the  postmark  of  June  19th.  This  letter  was 
received  by  Mr.  Strang  at  his  home  in  Burlington,  Wis.,  July  9th,  and  it 
was  made  known  to  the  public  the  same  day.  This  was  several  days  before 
it  was  known  that  Joseph  Smith  was  dead.  Several  tried  to  make  out  that 
this  letter  was  not  genuine.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Strang  said  in  regard  to  this: 
“As  much  pains  has  been  taken  to  belie  this  document  and  derogate  from 
its  authority,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  from  the  day  of  its  reception  to  this 
(April,  1848,)  it  has  always  been  open  to  public  inspection,  and  not  an  iota 
of  evidence  has  yet  been  produced  derogatory  to  its  authority.”  “The 
Diamond,”  page  5. 

Mr.  Strang  tells  us  he  was  ordained  to  the  prophetic  office  by  an  angel; 
and  that  this  ordination  took  place  a little  after  five  o’clock,  June  27th,  1844. 
This  angelic  ordination  was  made  known  to  the  public  soon  after  it 
occurred.  No  man  that  is  blessed  with  common  sense  would  tell  such  a 
thing  if  it  was  not  true,  for  the  good  reason  that  the  only  pay  he  would 
get  for  telling  it  would  be  to  be  mocked  and  laughed  at  by  most  everybody. 

That  J,  J.  Strang  was  ordained  by  an  angel  is  in  exact  harmony  with 
the  teachings  of  Joseph  Smith.  Here  is  what  he  said  when  giving  revelation 
in  regard  to  his  successor:  “For  verily  I say  unto  you,  that  he  that  is 
ordained  of  me,  shall  come  in  at  the  gate  and  be  ordained  as  I told  you 
before,”  D.  & C.  43:  2.  A few  months  before  this  Joseph  told  how  he  came 
to  be  in  the  prophetic  office  by  angelic  ordination.  “And  also  with  Peter, 
James,  and  John,  (angels)  whom  I have  sent  unto  you,  by  whom  I have 
ordained  you,”  D.  & C.  26:  3.  So  Mr.  Strang  is  in  exact  harmony  with  the 
pattern  given  by  Joseph,  in  regard  to  how  he  was  ordained  to  the  prophet 
office. 

No  doubt  you  have  often  heard  it  said,  “If  anything  is  true  the  subse- 
quent developments  of  it  will  help  to  prove  it  true;  but  if  it  is  false,  the 
subsequent  developments  of  the  case  will  help  to  prove  it  false.”  Well, 
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Mr.  Strang  said  he  was  called  to  the  prophetic  office  by  the  voice  of  God. 
Now  let  us  look  through  the  word  of  God  to  see  if  there  is  anything  written 
in  regard  to  this  question.  Turn  to  Gen.  14:  26-29,  Inspired  Translation, 
and  you  will  find  these  words.  Now  Melchisedec  was  a man  of  faith,  * * 

and  thus  having  been  approved  of  God  he  was  ordained  an  high  priest  after 
the  order  of  the  covenant  which  Gad  made  with  Enoch,  it  being  after  the 
order  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  order  came,  not  by  man,  nor  the  will  of 
man;  * * but  of  God;  and  it  is  delivered  unto  men  by  the  calling  of  his 

own  voice,  according  to  his  own  will.” 

From  this  text  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  High  Priesthood,  or 
Prophetic  office,  comes  not  by  man,  nor  the  will  of  man,  * * but  of  God. 

So  no  man  can  confer  this  priesthood,  for  it  comes,  not  by  man,  but  of  God. 
And  when  God  confers  this  high  authority,  he  sends  angels  to  do  the  ordain- 
ing. From  this  quotation  we  also  learn  that  Jesus,  by  revelation  through 
Joseph,  said,  this  priesthood  is  “delivered  unto  men  by  the  calling  of  his 
own  voice.” 

So  Mr.  Strang,  in  telling  he  was  called  to  the  Prophetic  office  by  the 
voice  of  God,  is  in  exact  harmony  with  this  revelation  from  heaven.  Now 
bear  in  mind  that  he  had  no  access  to  the  Inspired  Translation.  It  was 
not  printed  until  several  years  after  his  death.  Nor  did  he  have  access  to 
the  manuscript  of  it;  for  it  was  kept  by  Emma  Smith,  who  lived  a long 
distance  from  where  Mr.  Strang  did,  and  remember,  there  were  no  railroads 
in  that  locality  at  that  time.  So  it  is  true  he  was  called  to  the  Prophetic 
office  by  the  voice  of  God,  and  we  have  just  shown  that  the  subsequent 
developments  in  the  case  have  proved  it  true. 

We  have  now  found,  in  a limited  manner,  that  James  J.  Strang  was 
called  by  the  voice  of  God  to  the  Prophetic  office,  ordained  by  an  angel, 
and  was  appointed  “through  him,”  Joseph  Smith.  Yes,  he  received  a letter 
from  Joseph ‘appointing  him  to  be  his  successor  in  the  Prophetic  office. 
This  letter  is  now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  sons  who  lives  at  Lansing, 
Mich.  So  Mr.  Strang  came  into  the  Prophetic  office  in  exact  harmony  with 
the  requirements  described  in  the  word  of  God. 

Now  you  know  that  when  this  nation  sends  a man  to  represent  it  in  a 
foreign  country,  he  must  bring  with  him  a paper,  certified  by  the  authorities 
of  this  nation,  called  a credential.  If  he  cannot  produce  this,  he  would  not 
be  accepted,  but  be  called  a fraud.  Well,  James  J.  Strang  produced  his 
credential  to  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  by  coming  into  -the  Prophetic  office  in 
harmony  with  the  pattern  given  in  the  scriptures,  as  already  described. 
You  might  think  they  would  hail  with  delight  a real  prophet  of  God.  But 
did  they  do  so?  Why  no!  A few  did,  but  not  the  majority.  Well,  why 
didn’t  more  of  the  saints  accept  him  for  what  he  was — a prophet  of  God? 
The  principal  reason  is  because  there  were  so  many  man  made  prophets  at 
that  time,  and  since  then.  Yes,  these  man  made  prophets  thought  they  were 
called  to  be  leaders  of  the  people,  and  many  of  the  saints  followed  them. 
Of  course  most  all  prophets  of  this  kind  are  honpst,  but  they  get  deceived, 
and  in  their  “zeal  for  God  but  not  according  to  knowledge,”  they  deceive 
others.  But  remember,  the  promise  of  salvation  is  to  “those  that  are  not 
deceived,”  D.  & C.  45:  10. 
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Mr.  Strang  proved  to  be  an  able  exponent  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  He 
gave  all  who  opposed  his  Prophetic  calling  a chance  to  discuss  this  question 
in  a public  or  a private  manner,  but  not  one  of  the  man  made  prophets,  or 
their  followers,  would  take  up  the  subject.  But  they  did  speak  of  him  as  a 
false  prophet,  and  many  of  their  followers  did  the  same,  and  at  the  present 
time  they  do  likewise,  and,  no  doubt,  “they  think  they  are  doing  God  a 
service”  in  doing  so,  they  are  so  deceived. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Voree  Plates. 

Mr.  Strang  had  several  revelations.  The  first  part  of  the  revelation  he 
received  Sept.  1st,  1845,  is  in  regard  to  “the  sealed  record.”  We  will  tell 
you  about  this  in  the  next  chapter.  The  latter  part  of  it  is  about  the  Voree 
plates,  found  in  Walworth  County,  Wisconsin.  On  this  occasion  the  angel 
of  God  showed  him  the  sealed  record,  and  gave  into  his  hand  the  Urim  and 
Thummin.  He  was  given  possession  of  the  Voree  plates  before  he  was 
the  sealed  record,  so  we  will  tell  you  about  them  first.  We  have  not  got 
room  for  all  the  words  of  the  angel.  While  the  angel  was  talking  with 
Mr.  Strang,  he  said,  “Go  to  the  place  which  the  angel  of  the  presence  shall 
show  thee  and  there  shalt  thou  dig  for  the  record  of  my  people  in  whose 
possession  thou  dwellest.  * * Faithful  and  true  are  my  words;  * * He 
that  rejecteth  them,  will  I reject  when  I come  in  my  kingdom.  And  while 
I was  yet  in  the  spirit,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  took  me  away  to  the  hill  in 
the  east  of  Walworth,  against  White  river  in  Voree,  and  there  he  showed 
unto  me  the  record,  buried  under  an  oak  tree  as  large  as  the  body  of  a 
large  man.  It  was  enclosed  in  an  earthen  casement,  and  buried  in  the 
ground  as  deep  as  a man’s  waist;  and  I beheld  it  as  a man  can  see  a light 
stone  in  clear  water;  for  I saw  it  by  the  Urim  and  Thummin,  and  I returned 
the  Urim  and  Thummin  to  the  angel  of  the  Lord  and  he  departed  out  of 
my  sight.”  This  quotation  is  from  “The  Revelations  of  James  J.  Strang,” 
page  6. 

On  Sept.  13th,  1845,  Mr.  Strang  told  of  what  he  was  shown  and  got 
four  reliable,  honest  men,  Aaron  Smith,  Jirah  B.  Wheelan,  James  M.  Van 
Nostrand,  and  Edward  Whitcomb,  to  dig  for  the  record.  They  found  the 
record  as  they  were  told  they  would,  and  testify  that  “the  roots  of  the  oak 
tree  and  other  trees  were  interwoven  around  the  casement,  and  that  there 
was  no  appearance  that  it  had  ever  been  disturbed,”  see  “Prophetic  Con- 
troversy,” page  32. 

There  were  three  plates  found  in  this  earthen  casement  with  engravings 
on  them.  They  had  been  placed  there  by  prehistoric  man  in  America. 
James  J.  Strang  translated  these  plates  by  the  Urim  and  Thummin,  on 
Sep.  18th,  1845.  The  following  is  a part  of  this  translation.  Space  will  not 
permit  to  give  the  words  in  full. 


18 


THE  TEACHINGS  OF  JESUS. 


“My  people  are  no  more.  The  mighty  are  fallen  and  the  young  slain 
in  battle.  Their  bones  bleached  on  the  plain  by  the  noonday  shadow.  * * 
They  sleep  with  the  mighty  dead,  and  they  rest  with  their  fathers.  They 
have  fallen  in  transgression  and  are  not,  but  the  elect  and  faithful  there 
shall  dwell.  The  word  hath  revealed  it.  God  hath  sworn  to  give  an  in- 
heritance to  his  people  where  transgressors  perish.  * * I an  ensign  there 

will  set  up.  The  escaped  of  my  people  there  shall  dwell,  when  the  flock 
■disown  the  shepherd  and  build  not  on  the  rock.  The  forerunner  men  shall 
kill,  but  a mighty  prophet  there  shall  dwell.  I will  be  his  strength,  and  he 
shall  bring  forth  the  record.  Record  my  words  and  bury  it  in  the  hill  of 
promise.”  The  record  of  Rajah  Monchore  of  Vorito. 

There  are  prophetic  words  in  this  record.  “The  escaped  of  my  people 
there  shall  dwell,  when  the  flock  disown  the  shepherd  and  build  not  on  the 
rock.”  The  majority  of  L.  D.  Saints  did  disown  James  J.  Strang,  the  true 
shepherd  of  God’s  flock,  and  his  “forerunner,”  Joseph  Smith,  was  killed. 

These  plates  were  kept  in  the  family  of  James  J.  Strang  for  many  years 
after  his  death,  and  were  seen  by  many  people.  About  thirty-five  years  ago 
one  of  his  sons  got  them  lithographed.  The  accompanying  picture  is  a 
fac  simile  of  them.  This  represents  each  side  of  the  three  plates.  The 
lower  right  hand  picture  shows  the  lay  of  the  land  in  that  locality,  with 
the  White  river  running  through  it.  The  upper  right  hand  picture  repre- 
sents the  priesthood  that  was  had  in  ancient  times. 

Description  of  one  side  of  one  of  the  Voree  plates,  given  by  the 
Prophet  James  J.  Strang. 

1st.  “An  eye.  The  symbol  of  God,  who  is  all-seeing.” 

2nd.  “The  figure  of  a man  down  to  the  waist.  * * As  he  has  the 
sun,  moon,  and  stars  (all  the  natural  lights)  below  him,  and  only  the 
all-seeing  eye  above  him,  he  is  a prophet,  seer,  revelator,  translator,  and 
First  President  of  the  Church.” 

3rd.  “The  sun  on  the  right  and  the  moon  on  the  left.  These  represent 
the  two  Vice  Presidents,  or  Counselors  in  the  First  Presidency;  the  two 
largest  natural  lights  being  used  as  symbols.” 

4th.  “A  cross  pillar  above  and  resting  upon  the  center  large  star.  * * 

These  represent  Coadjutors,  assistants,  or  helps.” 

5th.  “Twelve  stars,  six  around  the  sun  and  six  around  the  moon. 
These  represent  the  High  Council  of  the  Church.  The  division  into  classes 
of  six  each,  agrees  with  established  usages  in  the  church,  one  half  to  stand 
up  for  the  accuser,  and  the  other  for  the  accused.” 

6th.  “Twelve  large  stars.  * * They  represent  the  twelve  apostles. 

These  stars  are  larger  than  those  which  represent  the  High  Council  of  the 
Church;  because  the  apostles  have  a more  important  ministry;  but  are 
placed  below  them  because  they  are  subject  to  their  discipline,  and  below 
the  symbols  of  the  First  Presidency  because  they  are  subject  to  its  direc- 
tions.” 

7th.  “Seventy  small  stars  immediately  within  the  points  of  the  twelve 
large  ones,  being  six  to  each  except  the  center  one  which  has  only  four. 
They  represent  the  seventies  who  are  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  twelve 
apostles.” 
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8th.  “A  straight  line  dropping  down  before  the  scepter.  ‘Therefore 
thus  saith  the  Lord  God.  * * Judgment  also  will  I lay  to  the  line  and 
righteousness  to  the  plummet;  and  the  hail  shall  sweep  away  the  refuge  of 
lies,  and  the  waters  shall  overflow  their  hiding  places.’  ” 

Every  L.  D.  Saint  knows  that  this  is  a beautiful  illustration  of  the 
priesthood  of  the  restored  gospel.  There  is  a first  presidency,  a quorum 
of  twelve  apostles,  seventies,  and  so  on.  Now  it  was  generally  believed  in 
the  early  days  of  the  church  that  this  form  of  priesthood  originated  in 
Apostolic  days.  But  Mr.  Strang  was  given  the  Urim  and  Thummin  by  an 
angel,  by  which  he  saw  the  plates,  which  were  placed  there  by  prehistoric 
man  in  America,  in  which  this  form  of  priesthood  is  described.  This  shows 
that  this  form  of  priesthood  is  of  very  ancient  date.  Well,  is  there  any- 
thing to  prove  that  it  preceded  Apostolic  days?  “Now  this  same  priesthood 
which  was  in  the  beginning,  shall  be  in  the  end  of  the  world  also.  Now 
this  prophecy  Adam  spake  as  he  was  moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost,” 
Gen.  6:  7-8,  Inspired  Tran.  From  this  text  we  learn  that  they  had  this  form 
of  priesthood  in  Adam’s  day.  So  it  is  easy  to  see  that  prehistoric  man  in 
America  had  the  same.  So  Mr.  Strang’s  revelation  proves  Joseph’s  revela- 
tion true;  and  Joseph’s  revelation  proves  Mr.  Strang’s  true. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

The  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord. 

I believe  there  are  many  L.  D.  Saints  who  know  little  or  nothing  of 
our  having  an  inspired  work  called  “The  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord.” 
For  this  reason  it  will  be  well  to  give  some  explanation  in  regard  to  it, 
before  giving  any  proof  of  its  divinity. 

There  is  what  we  call  the  Small  Edition  of  the  Book  of  the  Law,  and 
the  Large  Edition  of  it.  The  Large  Edition  contains  the  same  chapters 
as  the  Small  Edition,  and  several  chapters  besides.  The  reason  of  this  is 
because  the  Small  Edition  was  put  in  print  before  the  plates  were  all  trans- 
lated. This  book  was  printed  in  the  year  1853.  The  Large  Edition  was 
printed  in  1855.  The  latter  book  contains  336  pages.  In  length  it  is  six 
inches;  in  breadth  four  inches.  There  are  47  chapters  in  this  book.  A few 
of  these  chapters  are  Mr.  Strang’s  revelations  while  the  majority  of  them 
were  translated  by  him.  In  the  preface  it  tells  which  were  translated  and 
which  were  not.  At  the  end  of  every  chapter  there  are  notes,  or  explana- 
tions. These  notes  are  very  instructive,  and  they  contain  more  reading 
matter  than  the  chapters  do.  So  that  the  part  of  this  book  which  was 
translated  could  be  easily  contained  in  the  plates  from  which  it  was  trans- 

There  are  witnesses  who  testify  that  Joseph  Smith  had  the  plates  from 
which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  translated.  In  like  manner  there  are  wit- 
nesses that  testify  that  James  J.  Strang  had  the  plates  from  which  he  trans- 
lated. 
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lated  the  Book  of  the  Law,  and  that  they  saw  them.  The  following  is  their 
testimony  in  regard  to  this: 

TESTIMONY. 

“Be  it  known  unto  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues  and  people,  to  whom 
this  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord  shall  come,  that  James  J.  Strang  has  the 
plates  of  the  ancient  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord  given  to  Moses,  from 
which  he  translated  this  law  and  has  shown  them  to  us.  We  examined 
them  with  our  eyes,  and  handled  them  with  our  hands.  The  engravings 
are  beautiful  antique  workmanship,  bearing  a striking  resemblance  to  the 
ancient  oriental  languages;  and  those  from  which  the  laws  in  this  book 
were  translated  are  eighteen  in  number,  about  seven  inches  and  three  eighths 
wide  by  nine  inches  long,  occasionally  embellished  with  beautiful  pictures:” 

SAMUEL  GRAHAM, 
ALBERT  N.  HOSMER, 
SAMUEL  P.  BACON, 
EBENEZER  PAGE, 
PHINEAS  WRIGHT, 
WARREN  POST, 

JEHIAL  SAVAGE. 

Jesus  said,  “In  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  shall  every  word 
be  established.”  And  here  we  have  seven  witnesses  who  saw  the  plates  and 
testify  that  James  J.  Strang  translated  The  Book  of  the  Law  from  them. 
In  this  testimony  you  will  notice  that  the  witnesses  say  “James  J.  Strang 
has  the  plates  of  the  ancient  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord  given  to  Moses.” 
So  this  law  was  given  to  Moses;  therefore  he  was  not  the  author  of  it. 

Now  let  us  look  into  the  scriptures  to  see  if  there  is  anything  to  show 
that  the  Book  of  the  Law  preceded  Moses’  day,  for  the  witnesses  say  it  was 
given  to  Moses.  No  doubt  there  were  several  copies  of  the  Book  of  the 
Law  in  those  ancient  times,  as  there  are  several  copies  of  the  scriptures 
now.  Moses  wrote  a copy  of  this  book  and  put  it  into  the  ark  of  the 
covenant,  Deu.  31:  25-26.  This  book  had  been  lost  for  some  time  and  was 
found  by  Hilkiah  the  priest,  “in  the  house  of  the  Lord,”  2 Chron.  34:  14-15. 
Now  turn  to  verse  30  of  this  chapter  and  you  will  find  that  it  was  “The 
book  of  the  Covenant  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.”  Now  read 
2 Kings  22:  8,  and  23:  2,  and  you  will  find  that  it  teaches  the  same  as  these 
quotations.  From  this  we  learn  that  the  Book  of  the  Law,  and  the  Book  of 
the  Covenant  are  the  same  book. 

Now  it  was  only  a short  time  after  Moses  led  the  Israelites  out  of 
Egypt  till  “he  took  the  Book  of  the  Covenant  and  read  in  the  audience  of  all 
the  people:  and  they  said,  “All  that  the  Lord  hath  said  will  we  do,  and  be 
obedient,”  Ex.  24:  7.  Now  from  the  fact  that  the  people  so  willingly 
covenanted  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God  as  they  were  recorded  in 
the  Book  of  the  Covenant,  or  Book  of  the  Law,  it  shows  that  they  were 
already  familiar  with  its  teachings.  So  it  preceded  Moses’  day,  and  was 
given  to  him,  just  as  the  witnesses  said.  This  is  a “subsequent  development 
of  the  case”  you  know.  The  fact  is,  that  the  Book  of  the  Law  was  one  book 
of  scripture  that  Moses  preached  from,  just  as  men  now  preach  from  the 
Bible.  No  doubt  the  reason  this  book  is  also  called  the  book  of  the  Covenant 
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is  because  it  contains  so  many  of  the  laws  of  “the  everlasting  covenant,  even 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning.” 

The  following  is  the  first  part  of  the  revelation  given  to  James  J. 
Strang,  Sept.  1st,  1845.  It  is  in  regard  to  “the  sealed  record.”  “The  angel 
of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  James,  on  the  first  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  and  the  light  shined  about  him  above 
the  brightness  of  the  sun  and  he  showed  unto  me  the  plates  of  the  sealed 
record,  and  he  gave  into  my  hands  the  Urim  and  Thummin,  and  out  of  the 
light  came  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying:  “My  servant,  James,  in  blessing 
I will  bless  thee,  and  in  multiplying  I will  multiply  thee,  because  I have  tried 
thee  and  found  thee  faithful.  Behold  my  servant  James,  I am  about  to  bless 
thee  with  a great  blessing.  * * Take  heed  that  thou  count  it  not  a light 

thing,  nor  exalt  thyself,  lest  thou  be  stricken;  for  by  myself  I swear  that 
as  thou  servest  me  faithfully  and  co.mest  not  short,  thou  shalt  unlock  the 
mysteries  thereof  which  I have  kept  hid  from  the  world.  Yea,  as  my 
servants  serve  me  so  shalt  thou  translate  unto  them.” 

On  this  occasion  the  angel  of  God  showed  James  “the  sealed  record. 
Afterward  he  gave  it  into  his  hand,  from  which  he  translated  the  Book  of 
the  Law.  This  book  teaches  in  harmony  with  the  scriptures  that  preceded 
its  restoration  to  the  people  of  God,  and  it  brings  to  light  more  truth.  We 
will  now  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  teachings  of  this  book.  Only 
chapters  that  have  been  translated  we  will  refer  to,  and  only  in  a limited 
manner. 

The  Ten  Commandments. 

The  first  chapter  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  the  decalogue,  or  ten  com- 
mandments. The  first  of  these  reads,  “Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  might,  and  with  all  thy  strength:  thou 
shalt  adore  him,  and  serve  him,  and  obey  him:  thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  thee:  thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  image  or  likeness  of 
anything  that  is  in  the  heaven  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  in  the 
waters  of  the  earth,  to  bow  thyself  unto  it,  or  to  worship  it:  thou  shalt  -not 
bow  down  thyself  unto,  nor  adore  anything  that  thine  eye  beholdeth,  or  thy 
imagination  conceiveth  of;  but  the  Lord  thy  God  only;  for  the  Lord  thy 
God  is  a jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children, 
from  generation  to  generation,  even  upon  all  that  hate  him,  and  showing  a 
multitude  of  mercies  unto  them  that  keep  his  commandments.” 

The  way  this  reads  in  the  Bible,  after  telling,  “Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  gra.ven  image,”  etc.,  the  qualifying  clause,  “to  bow  thyself 
unto  it,  or  to  worship  it,”  is  not  recorded.  So  it  really  prohibits  a man  of 
making  anything,  lest  he  would  break  the  commandment.  But  with  the 
words,  to  bow  thyself  unto  it,  or  to  worship  it,  gives  a better  explanation 
of  this  text,  and  it  shows  a degree  of  perfection  for  the  Book  of  the  Law 
that  is  not  in  the  Bible  on  this  point. 

When  Jesus  referred  to  the  first  commandment,  what  he  quoted  of  it 
is  almost  word  for  word  with  the  way  it  reads  in  the  Law,  Mat.  22:  37. 
Moses  also,  in  Deu.  6:  4,  quotes  it  almost  word  for  word  with  the  way  it 
leads  in  this  book.  This  shows  that  he  was  familiar  with  the  way  it  now 
reads  in  the  Book  of  the  Law. 
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The  Second  Commandment. 

“Thou  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain:  thou  shalt 
not  usurp  dominion  as  a ruler;  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  is  great 
and  glorious  above  all  other  names:  he  is  above  all,  and  is  the  only  true 
God;  the  only  just  and  upright  king  over  all:  he  alone  hath  the  right  to 
rule;  and  in  his  name,  only  he  to  whom  he  granteth  it:  whosoever  is  not 
chosen  of  him,  the  same  is  a usurper,  and  unholy:  the  Lord  thy  God  will 
not  hold  him  guiltless,  for  he  taketh  his  name  in  vain.” 

From  these  words  it  can  be  seen  that  for  a man  to  claim  to  act  in  the 
authority  of  God,  without  being  authorized  to  do  so,  he  would  be  a usurper. 
“The  Lord  thy  God  will  not  hold  him  guiltless,  for  he  taketh  his  name  in 
vain.”  With  this  agrees  the  teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph.  “Wherefore 
let  all  men  beware  how  they  take  my  name  in  their  lips;  for  behold,  verily 
I say,  that  many  there  be  who  are  under  this  condemnation;  who  useth  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  useth  it  in  vain,  having  not  authority,”  D.  & C.  63:  15. 

The  Third  Commandment. 

The  third  commandment  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  in  regard  to  the 
Sabbath.  “Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou 
labor,  and  do  all  thy  work,  but  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord 
thy  God:  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work;  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy 
daughter,  nor  thy  man  servant,  nor  thy  woman  servant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor 
the  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates:  for  in  six  ages  the  Lord  thy  God 
made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the  sea  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested 
the  seventh  age:  wherefore  the  Lord  thy  God  blessed  the  seventh  day  and 
hallowed  it.” 

Nowhere  in  the  Bible  does  it  authorize  any  man  to  keep  any  other  day 
for  the  weekly  Sabbath  than  the  seventh  day  of  the  week.  The  Book  of 
Mormon  teaches  the  same  thing,  Mosiah  7:  116.  Yet  there  are  many 
Christian  people  who  try  to  justify  themselves  by  keeping  a first  day  of  the 
week  Sabbath.  We  have  not  got  room  here  for  an  extended  discussion  of 
this  subject.  But  here  is  a text  that  should  settle  this  question  in  the  minds 
of  all  who  want  the  truth.  “Him,  (Jesus)  ye  shall  hear  in  all  things  what- 
soever he  shall  say  unto  you,  Acts  3:  22.  Well,  what  day  did  Jesus  keep  for 
the  Sabbath?  Everybody  is  willing  to  admit  that  he  kept  the  seventh  day. 
If  any  one  asked  him  in  regard  to  this  question  he  would  answer  the  seventh 
day  is  the  Sabbath.  Well,  we  have  shown  clearly  in  the  first  chapter  of  this 
work  that  all  Jesus  taught  is  to  be  kept  up.  “Heaven  and  earth  will  pass 
away,  but  my  word  shall  not  pass  away.”  And  the  time  is  drawing  nigh 
when  all  who  will  not  hear  that  prophet,  (Jesus,)  will  be  destroyed  from 
among  the  people.”  This  is  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 

Joseph  Smith  taught  in  regard  to  a Sabbath  day,  but  did  not  specify 
the  day.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  he  taught  the  people  all  they  were  able 
to  receive,  and  more  than  the  most  of  them  were  willing  to  conform  their 
minds  to.  Joseph  well  knew  that  this  latter  day  dispensation  will  continue 
to  grow  till  it  gets  in  harmony  with  the  former  dispensations.  There  is  to 
be  a “perfect  union,  and  welding  together  of  dispensations,  and  keys,  and 
powers,  and  glories  should  take  place,  and  be  revealed  from  the  days  of 
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Adam  even  to  the  present  time,”  D.  & C.  110:  18.  In  harmony  with  the 
words  of  Joseph  that  it  is  to  be  revealed  from  the  days  of  Adam,  Jesus  has 
restored,  by  the  Prophet  James  J.  Strang,  the  long  lost  Book  of  the  Law 
that  was  had  by  God’s  people  in  Moses’  time.  This  book,  as  just  shown, 

' teaches  a seventh  day  of  the  week  Sabbath,  just  as  Moses  taught,  and  just 
as  Jesus  taught.  So  this  latter  day  dispensation  can  now  be  “welded”  with 
the  former  dispensations,  as  far  as  the  Sabbath  day  is  concerned. 

Many  L.  D.  Saints  who  now  advocate  a first  day  of  the  week 
Sabbath  get  their  evidence  from  a misunderstanding  of  the  writings 
of  Paul.  Yet  his  epistles  do  not  say  the  first  day  of  the  week  is  the  Sabbath, 
but  they  infer  that  they  do.  Well,  the  same  Paul  also  says,  “Be  ye  followers 
of  me,  even  as  I also  am  of  Christ,”  1 Cor.  11:  1.  What  day  did  Jesus  keep 
for  the  Sabbath?  The  seventh  day  of  the  week.  Well,  Paul  “followed” 
Christ.  Therefore  he  taught  and  kept  the  same  day  for  the  Sabbath  that 
Jesus  did. 

The  Fourth  Commandment. 

The  fourth  commandment  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  this,  “Thou  shall 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.”  When  Jesus  was  asked,  “Master,  which  is 
the  great  commandment  in  the  law?”  He  quoted  the  first:  we  have  already 
referred  to  this,  then  he  said,  “The  second  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,”  Mat.  22:  39.  So  Jesus  said,  Love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself,  is  one  of  the  commandments.  So  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 

No  doubt  ypu  have  noticed  that  all  the  commandments  of  the  ten, 
preceding  this,  are  a subdivision  of  the  first.  They  pertain  to  our  duty  to 
God.  The  rest  of  them  are  in  regard  to  our  duty  to  our  fellow  men.  So  to 
“Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself  is  really  the  second  commandment.  But  after 
these  laws  are  subdivided  it  comes  in  as  number  four. 

Here  is  another  point  in  regard  to  the  decalogue.  What  are  called  the 
first  and  second  commandments  of  Ex.  20th  chapter  both  prohibit  wor- 
shiping anything  but  the  God  of  Israel,  so  they  are  the  same  command- 
ment. So  in  reality  there  are  only  nine  commandments  in  this  chapter. 
But  the  Bible  speaks  of  there  being  ten.  And  in  order  to  get  ten,  Protes- 
tants divided  the  first  in  two,  and  Catholics  divided  the  tenth  in  two.  The 
wisdom  of  man  never  thought  to  look  to  the  words  of  Jesus,  “Love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself”  for  the  missing  commandment.  But  how  did  Mr. 
Strang  come  to  find  out  how  to  supply  this  lacking  in  the  decalogue?  It 
shows  that  he  translated  it,  just  as  he  said  he  did.  The  rest  of  the  com- 
mandments reads  very  much  as  in  the  Bible,  so  we  will  not  refer  to  them. 

The  First  Principles  of  the  Gospel. 

There  is  a chapter  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  on  the  subject  of  baptism, 
and  it  also  tells  of  the  necessity  of  repentance  and  seeking  to  learn  righte- 
ousness. These  prerequisites  are  “the  door  of  all  into  the  kingdom;  from 
eight  years  old  and  upward,”  page  119. 

Then  there  is  another  chapter  on  confirmation,  or  the  laying  on  of 
hands.  Sixty  years  ago  when  Mr.  Strang  translated  these  chapters,  many 
L.  D.  Saints,  as  well  as  Sectarians,  thought  these  ordinances  originated  in 
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Apostoric  days.  But  the  subsequent  development  in  the  case  has  proved  it 
true;  they  were  practiced  from  the  earliest  ages. 

There  is  also  a chapter  telling  that  it  was  a command  of  God  that 
children  should  be  brought  to  the  elders  to  be  blessed. 

There  is  another  chapter  on  the  subject  of  the  Eucharist,  or  Lord’s 
supper.  That  the  provisions  of  these  chapters  were  practiced  “from  the 
beginning”  is  now  understood  by  most  all  L.  D.  Saints,  but  this  was  not 
generally  known  then.  No  doubt  the  reason  so  little  is  said  in  the  Old 
Testament  about  these  ordinances  is  because  they  were  already  written  in 
“The  Book  of  the  Law,”  or  “The  Book  of  the  Covenant.” 

Healing. 

There  is  a chapter  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  on  this  subject.  “If  Satan 
afflict  thee  that  thou  be  sick,  thou  shalt  send  for  the  Elders,  and  they  shall 
anoint  thee  with  oil,  and  pray  for  thee,  and  rebuke  the  power  of  the 
adversary,  and  bless  thee  that  thou  recover  of  thy  disease.”  There  are  a 
few  cases  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  where  the  Lord  smote  the  people 
with  disease.  In  such  cases  of  sickness  it  would  not  do  to  send  for  the 
Elders.  But  in  most  all  cases  of  sickness  this  was  God’s  law,  long  before 
Moses’  day.  So  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  more  definite  than  the  Bible,  for  it 
specifies  what  kind  of  sickness  that  men  should  send  for  the  Elders  “to 
anoint  with  oil  and  pray  for  thee.”  This  chapter  also  says  to  send  for  the 
Elders  if  any  are  possessed  with  evil  spirits.  No  one  would  infer  by  reading 
the  Old  Testament  that  the  contents  of  this  chapter  was  God’s  law  in 
ancient  times.  But  the  New  Testament  and  the  latter  day  scriptures  speak 
of  sending  for  the  Elders  in  case  of  sickness,  and  to  cast  out  evil  spirits. 
Well,  the  latter  day  gospel  is  a .reproduction  of  “the  gospel  from  the 
beginning.”  So  Mr.  Strang,  in  translating  this  law,  is  in  harmony  with  the 
scriptures. 

Baptism  for  the  Dead. 

“At  every  temple,  which  thou  shalt  build  unto  the  Lord  thy  God, 
by  his  commandment,  shalt  thou  make  a fountain  for  the  baptism  of  the 
living  for  the  dead,”  Ch.  12,  Book  of  the  Law.  This  chapter,  like  all  the 
rest  we  have  referred  to  in  this  book,  was  translated.  Now,  as  far  as  I am 
able  to  learn,  most  all  L.  D.  Saints  believe  this  ordinance  began  in  Apostolic 
days.  Well,  let  us  look  at  the  evidences  in  the  case  in  regard  to  the  time  at 
which  it  started. 

There  is  nothing  on  record  telling  that  this  doctrine  started  in  Apostolic 
days.  The  Prophet  Joseph  tells  us,  in  speaking  on  the  subject  of  baptism 
for  the  dead,  “For,  for  this  cause  I commanded  Moses  that  he  should  build 
a tabernacle,  that  they  should  bear  it  in  the  wilderness,  and  to  build  a house 
in  the  land  of  promise,  * * and  for  your  oracles  in  your  most  holy 

places,  * * are  ordained  by  the  ordinance  of  my  holy  house,  which  my 

people  are  always  commanded  to  build  unto  my  holy  name,”  D.  & C.  107:  12. 

From  this  quotation  we  learn  that  to  practice  baptism  for  the  dead  was 
a part  of  what  Moses  made  the  tabernacle  for.  We  also  learn  by  this  text 
that  it  was  for  this  same  purpose  that  the  Israelites  were  requested  “to 
build  a house  in  the  land  of  promise.”  This  was  done  in  the  days  of 
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Solomon. 

No  doubt  you  are  aware  that  Joseph  the  Seer  had  a temple  nearly  com- 
pleted at  Nauvoo,  111.,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  this  temple  there  were 
twelve  stone  oxen,  on  which  was  placed  a baptismal  fount,  for  baptism 
for  the  dead.  Well,  in  Solomon’s  temple  there  was  “a  molten  sea,”  sup- 
ported by  “twelve  oxen,”  1 Kings  7:  23-25.  And  we  have  just  shown  that 
Joseph  Smith  said  it  was  for  baptism  for  the  dead  that  Solomon  built  this 
temple,  “in  the  land  of  promise.”  And  Nephi  built  a temple  in  America 
just  like  Solomon’s,  2 Nephi  4:  22,  so  he  had  “a  molten  sea,”  or  baptismal 
font,  supported  by  twelve  oxen,  in  his  temple,  for  the  same  purpose. 

We  have  now  found  by  the  teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  that 
baptism  for  the  dead  was  done  in  the  days  of  Moses.  That  it  was  for  this 
purpose  God  commanded  him  to  build  the  tabernacle;  and  for  this  purpose 
Solomon’s  temple  was  built.  So  the  teachings  of  Joseph  Smith  fully 
sustains  this  chapter  in  the  Book  of  the  Law,  that  baptism  for  the  dead 
preceded  Apostolic  days,  at  least  to  the  days  of  Moses.  Now  from  the  fact 
that  L.  D.  Saints  thought  this  ordinance  started  in  Apostolic  days,  and 
Mr.  Strang  claimed  to  have  given  a translation  on  this  subject  which  locates 
its  origin  before  Moses’  day,  it  shows  he  did  really  translate  it. 

The  Lord  by  revelation  through  Joseph  Smith  has  told  us,  “I  have  sent 
unto  you  mine  everlasting  covenant,  even  that  which  was  from  the  begin- 
ning,” D.  & C.  49:  2.  So  this  latter  day  gospel  is  a reproduction  of  the 
gospel  that  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  world.  Baptism  for  the  dead  is  a 
part  of  this  gospel  now,  so  it  was  a part  of  this  gospel  then.  So  the  revela- 
tions of  Joseph  endorses  this  translation  of  Mr.  Strang. 

Apostles  and  Seventies. 

There  is  a chapter  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  which  provides  for  a quorum 
of  twelve  apostles,  and  it  describes  their  duties.  There  is  also  another 
chapter  which  tells  of  the  duties  of  the  seventies.  When  Mr.  Strang  trans- 
lated these  chapters  there  were  very  few  who  realized  that  these  offices 
were  had  among  men  in  ancient  times.  But  of  late  years  there  are  a good 
many  who  are  able  to  see  that  they  had  men  holding  this  priesthood  in 
olden  times.  There  is  mention  of  the  seventies  in  Ex.  24:  1.  But  there  is 
no  mention  of  twelve  apostles  in  all  the  Old  Testament.  But  Moses  sent 
twelve  men  to  spy  out  the  land  of  Canaan.  No  doubt  these  men  were 
apostles,  but  we  are  not  told. 

There  are  now  a good  many  who  are  familiar  with  the  text  in  the 
Inspired  Tran.,  which  says,  “This  same  priesthood  which  is  had  in  the 
beginning  of  the  world  shall  be  in  the  end  of  the  world  also.  This  prophecy 
Adam  spoke  as  he  was  moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost,”  Gen.  6:  7-8.  Every 
L.  D.  Saint  knows  that  the  Prophet  Joseph  organized  a quorum  of  apostles 
and  seventies.  Well,  they  had  the  same  priesthood  in  the  beginning  as 
Joseph  built  up.  Therefore  they  had  apostles  and  seventies  in  the  begin- 
ning, before  Moses’  time.  So  this  text  in  the  Inspired  Bible  proves  the 
truth  of  Mr.  Strang’s  translation  on  this  point.  This  is  the  subsequent 
development  of  the  case,  and  it  proves  it  true. 

The  fact  is,  there  are  chapters  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  which  describes 
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the  duties  of  all  the  officers  of  the  priesthood,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest;  and  they  all  harmonize  in  a beautiful  manner  with  the  revelations 
of  Joseph  Smith.  But  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  revelations,  and  that  of 
James  J.  Strang  agree,  for  they  were  prophets  of  God,  and  we  have  already 
shown  that  the  revelations  come  through  Jesus  to  the  prophets  of  God  on 
the  earth. 

Ordination. 

“Thou  shalt  not  take  upon  thyself  the  honor  of  the  priesthood;  neither 
shalt  thou  confer  this  on  any  but  him  whom  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  call. 
For  no  man  shall  administer  in  the  name  of  God,  but  he  that  is  called  by 
the  revelation  of  God’s  will,  and  set  apart  by  the  hands  of  those  upon  whom 
the  authority  of  his  name  is  sealed,”  Ch.  18:  1,  Book  of ' the  Law.  It  is 
plain  to  be  seen  that  this  teaches  in  harmony  with  Paul  in  Heb.  5:  4,  where 
it  tells  about  the  necessity  of  being  “called  as  was  Aaron;”  only  it  does 
not  say  anything  about  Aaron.  The  reason  of  this  is  because  this  quotation 
was  God’s  law  long  before  Aaron  was  born. 

“Whosoever  is  called  by  the  voice  of  God  to  the  royal  authority,  shall 
be  anointed  and  ordained  by  the  hands  of  those  who  stand  in  royal  authority 
above  him;  but  he  that  is  first,  by  the  angels  of  God;  that  he  may  have  all 
the  gifts;  even  wisdom,  knowledge,  faith,  revelation,  prophecy,  and  whatso- 
ever gift  is  good  for  the  Chief  Shepherd  of  the  flock  of  God:  that  he  may 
be  able  to  rule  in  righteousness:  and  they  for  their  several  callings,  among 
God’s  flock,”  Ch.  18:  2,  Book  of  the  Law. 

From  these  quotations  it  can  be  seen  that  the  higher  officers  of  the 
priesthood  are  to  be  ordained  by  those  who  stand  in  higher  office  above 
them;  “but  he  that  is  first,”  oi,  “the  Chief  Shepherd  of  the  flock  of  God,” 
is  to  be  ordained  “by  the  angels  of  God.”  The  Chief  Shepherd  of  God’s 
flock  would  be  the  highest  officer  in  the  Melchisedec  priesthood.  It  is  he 
that  the  Book  of  the  Law  says  is  to  be  ordained  by  the  angels  of  God. 

Now  the  question  arises,  is  this  true?  There  is  nothing  on  record  that 
teaches  this  is  not  true.  But  there  is  a text  that  proves  it  true.  Jesus,  by 
the  Prophet  Joseph,  put  these  words  on  record.  “Now,  Melchisedec  was  a 
man  of  faith,  * * and  thus  having  been  approved  of  God  he  was  ordained 

an  High  Priest  after  the  order  of  the  covenant  which  God  made  with  Enoch, 
it  being  after  the  order  of  the  Son  of  God;  which  order  came,  not  by  man, 
nor  the  will  of  man;  neither  by  father  nor  mother;  * * but  of  God;  and 

it  was  delivered  unto  men  by  the  calling  of  his  own  voice,”  Gen.  14:  26-29, 
Inspired  Translation. 

From  this  text  it  can  be  seen  that  this  high  priesthood  comes  “not  by 
man,  nor  the  will  of  man;  neither  by  father  nor  mother.”  So  according  to 
this,  one  man  cannot  confer  this  priesthood  upon  another,  because  it  comes 
not  by  man,  nor  the  will  of  man,  but  it  comes  of  God.  And  the  way  God 
confers  this  high  priesthood  is  by  sending  angels  to  do  the  ordaining  of 
whosoever  he  has  chosen  and  “called  by  his  own  voice.” 

We  have  now  found  that  the  Inspired  Translation  teaches  the  same  as 
the  Book  of  the  Law;  that  the  highest  officer  of  the  Melchisedec  priesthood 
has  to  be  ordained  by  angels.  Now  when  Mr.  Strang  made  this  translation 
it  was  contrary  to  the  belief  of  nearly  all  L.  D.  Saints,  and  is  even  now. 
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He  knew  nothing  about  this  text  in  the  Inspired  Bible  which  proves  his 
ranslation  on  this  point  to  be  true.  But  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  translation 
md  this  revelation  given  by  Joseph  Smith  agree  so  well,  for,  as  already 
hown,  the  revelations  come  through  Jesus  to  the  prophets  of  God  on  the 
>arth,  “since  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  Nephi  1:  13-14.  So  Jesus  revealed 
he  laws  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  to  one  of  his  ancient  prophets;  for  Moses 
lad  this  book.  In  our  day,  he  sent  an  angel  to  give  the  plates  containing 
t to  the  Prophet  James  J.  Strang  to  translate;  and  he  gave  the  revelations 
o the  Prophet  Joseph  which  proves  the  translation  true.  It  was  the  same 
lesus  that  gave  the  revelations  to  these  prophets,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
jrophets  of  God,  “since  the  foundation  of  the  world.” 

Restoration  of  Memorial  Sacrifices. 

There  is  a chapter  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  which  makes  provision  for 
he  restoration  of  memorial  sacrifices.  As  far  as  I am  able  to  find  out,  all 
JjL.  D.  Saints,  with  few,  if  any  exceptions,  except  us  who  believe  in  the  divine 
“railing  of  James  J.  Strang,  are  united  in  saying,  “All  sacrifices  ceased  as 
ioon  as  Christ  died.”  In  fact  the  whole  Christian  world,  except  us,  seems 
o be  united  in  believing  Mr.  Strang  was  a false  prophet  to  teach  otherwise. 

. vV ell,  we  will  let  the  word  of  God  speak  for  itself  to  decide  this  question. 

There  is  very  little  scripture  that  teaches  that  sacrifices  ceased  when 
1’hrist  died.  The  traditions  of  men  has  more  to  do  with  men’s  belief  on 
his  question  than  the  scriptures.  The  best  proof  that  sacrifices  ceased 
: vhen  the  Savior  died  is  to  be  found  in  Nephi  4:  49,  where  it  tells  about  his 
ippearing  to  the  Nephites,  after  resurrection,  and  saying,  “Your  sacri- 
’ lices  and  your  burnt  offerings  shall  be  done  away.” 

But  the  same  Jesus  who  spoke  these  words  also  taught  the  Nephites 
e he  words  of  Malachi,  beginning  at  the  third  chapter  to  the  end  of  the  book. 

lere  is  a part  of  what  the  Savior  taught.  “But  who  may  abide  the  day  of 
t lis  coming?  * * for  he  is  like  a refiners  fire,  and  like  fullers’  soap.  * * 

y \.nd  he  shall  purify  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  purge  them  as  gold  and  silver, 
a hat  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  offering  in  righteousness.  Then  shall 
j“he  offering  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  be  pleasant  unto  the  Lord,  as  in  days 
1 >f  old,  and  as  in  former  years,”  Nephi  11:  4-7.  The  book  of  Malachi  in  the 
1 Bible  reads  word  for  word  with  the  way  it  reads  in  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
d [rhis  makes  two  testimonies  that  sacrifices  will  be  restored  again,  for  the 
r,  >ne  that  teaches  otherwise. 

Now  it  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  word  of  God  contradicts  itself  in 
, hese  texts.  You  know  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  says  several  times  that 
An  hundredths  part  has  not  been  written.”  For  this  reason,  there  is  no 


. hat  it  was  sacrifices  that  belonged  to  the  law  of  Moses,  or  “added”  law  that 
/ere  to  cease,  and  not  memorial  sacrifices.  We  have  already  shown  that  the 
aw  of  Moses  ceased  when  Christ  came. 

I There  are  some  passages  in  the  writings  of  Paul  from  which  many 
-nfer  that  sacrifices  were  to  cease,  but  they  do  not  say  so.  But  it  should  not 

»e  forgotten  that  the  same  Paul  also  said,  “I  must  by  all  means  keep  this 
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feast  that  cometh  in  Jerusalem,”  Acts  18:  21.  At  another  time  it  says,  he 
hasted  “if  it  were  possible  for  him,  to  be  at  Jerusalem  the  day  of  Pentecost/ 
Acts  20:  16.  So  Paul,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  kept  the  feast;  most  likelj 
the  feast  of  Pentecost. 

Now  turn  to  Acts  21st  ch.,  where  we  are  informed  that  the  Apostl 
James  told  Paul  to  take  “four  men  who  have  a vow  on  them.”  “Then  Pau 
took  the  men,  and  the  next  day  purifying  himself  with  them  entered  into  th 
temple,  to  signify  the  accomplishment  of  the  days  of  purification,  until  thaij 
an  offering  should  be  offered  for  every  one  of  them.”  And  Paul  did  as  James 
told  him.  “And  when  the  seven  days  were  almost  ended,”  the  days  o 
purification,  the  Jews  of  Asia  made  a disturbance,  Acts  21:  26-27.  And  Paul 
in  speaking  of  this  afterwards,  said,  “The  Jews  from  Asia  found  me  purifiecj 
in  the  temple,”  Acts  24:  18. 

With  all  this  evidence  in  the  New  Testament,  and  more  which  might  b 
quoted,  that  sacrifices  did  not  all  cease  when  Christ  died,  as  commonl 
believed,  it  is  surprising  to  me  that  so  many  L.  D.  Saints  run  into  the  erro 
of  teaching,  like  the  Sectarians,  “All  sacrifices  ceased  as  soon  as  Christ  died 

The  Prophet  Zachariah  teaches  the  restoration  of  the  feast  of  Taber 
nacles  in  his  14th  chapter.  The  events  of  this  chapter  are  yet  in  the  future 
Here  we  are  informed  that  a great  army  will  come  up  to  fight  agains 
Jerusalem,  and  it  will  be  defeated.  Then  the  Prophet  tells  us  the  nation 
cf  the  earth  will  be  required  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  “from  year  to  year  t 
worship  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  to  keep  the  feast  of  Tabernacles, 
Zach.  14:  16-20.  Well,  do  you  suppose  the  people  will  do  as  the  Lord  wil 
in  the  future,  require  of  them?  No  doubt  a few  will,  but  only  a few.  Ajn 
why  only  a few?  Because,  “Mystery,  Babylon,  The  Great,  the  mother  c 
harlots  and  abominations  of  the  earth,”  has  taught,  and  is  now  busy  teachin 
the  false  doctrine,  “All  sacrifices  ceased  when  Christ  died.”  And  Zacharia 
tells  us  the  Lord  will  smite  them  with  a plague  who  refuse  to  obey  him. 

The  Prophet  Nahum  lived  about  713  years  B.  C.  His  prophecy  in  2:  3- 
has  been  fulfilled  in  our  day — “In  the  day  of  his  preparation,”  in  the  train 
of  cars  which  can  be  seen  running  in  every  direction.  Now,  Nahum,  w 
will  ask  you  a question.  We  believe  memorial  sacrifices  will  be  agai 
restored,  while  other  kinds  of  L.  D.  Saints,  and  Sectarians,  believe  we  ai 
wrong  on  this  point.  Now,  who  are  right?  Here  is  his  answer,  “O  Judal 


Icoc; 
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keep  thy  solemn  feasts,  perform  thy  vows.”  But  when  is  Judah  to  do  this  L; 


At  a time  when  “the  wicked  shall  no  more  pass  through  thee;  he  is  utterl 
cut  off,”  Nahum  1:  15.  So  Nahum  says  we  are  right  where  we  differ  froi 
other  L.  D.  Saints  on  this  question.  > 

Yes,  Nahum  says,  “O  Judah,  keep  thy  solemn  feasts,  * * for  ti 
wicked  shall  no  more  pass  through  thee.”  How  nicely  these  words  agr< 
with  that  of  Malachi  3:  2-4?  Jesus  is  to  come,  “and  he  shall  purify  the  soi 
of  Levi.  * * Then  shall  the  offerings  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  be  pleasai 
unto  the  Lord,  as  in  days  of  old.”  And  the  great  modern  Prophet  endorse 
what  Malachi  teaches  by  quoting  a part  of  this  prophecy,  D.  & C.  110:  24. 

We  will  now  call  your  attention  to  the  personal  teachings  of  Jesus  i 
regard  to  the  question  before  us — memorial  sacrifices.  The  Savior  told  h 
apostles  to  prepare  the  Passover  and  he  ate  it  with  them,  and  also  partoc 
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)f  the  sacrament,  Mat.  26:  17-28.  The  Inspired  Tran,  gives  the  same  account, 
ind  then  says:  “T  (Jesus)  give  unto  you  a commandment,  that  ye  shall 
observe  to  do  the  things  ye  have  seen  me  do,”  Mat.  26:  25.  Well,  what  did 
:he  apostle  see  Jesus  do?  Partake  of  the  Passover  and  the  sacrament. 
Therefore  Jesus  commanded  his  disciples  to  keep  up  the  feast  of  the  Pass- 
over just  as  much  as  the  sacrament,  and  we  have  already  shown  that  all  he 
taught  is  to  be  kept  up. 

Further  proof  is  unnecessary  that  Mr.  Strang  is  right;  memorial  sacri- 
ifices  will  be  again  restored,  while  those  who  oppose  him  on  this  question 
ire  mistaken.  Now,  how  does  it  come  that  his  teachings  on  this  question 
are  true?  And  at  the  same  time  nearly  the  whole  Christian  world,  even  now, 
believe  him  to  be  mistaken  on  this  point?  It  shows  that  he  translated  it, 
just  as  he  said  he  did. 

We  have  already  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  revelations 
comes  to  the  prophets  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  So  the  teachings  of 
the  prophets,  especially  their  revelations,  are  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  There- 
fore it  is  no  wonder  that  Joseph  Smith  and  James  J.  Strang  taught  the 
restoration  of  memorial  sacrifices,  and  all  other  questions,  in  harmony  with 
the  former  day  prophets,  for  they  were  prophets  of  God,  so  they  received 
their  revelations  from  Jesus. 
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The  Marriage  Question. 

No  doubt  there  are  some  who  will  read  this  work  may  feel  to  say, 
“Strang  may  be  all  right  on  the  question  of  memorial  sacrifices,  but  he 
said  God’s  law  was  not  a strict  monogamic  law  on  the  marriage  question, 
so  he  was  a false  prophet  anyway.”  There  Is  no  doubt  that  he  said  so.  In 
fact  it  is  mostly  on  account  of  his  position  on  this  subject  that  monogamic 
L.  D.  Saints  call  him  a false  prophet.  We  will  let  the  word  of  God  speak 
for  itself  on  the  question  before  us,  and  see  who  has  the  truth  on  their  side. 

Everybody  who  has  read  the  Book  of  Mormon  knows  that  the  Nephites 
had  a monogamic  law,  with  a provision,  to  govern  marriage.  Here  is  the 
law:  “There  shall  not  any  man  among  you  have  save  it  be  one  wife;  and 
[concubines  he  shall  have  none.”  This  is  the  provision.  “For  if  I will,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  raise  up  seed  unto  me,  I will  command  my ‘people:  other- 
wise, they  shall  harken  unto  these  things,”  Jacob  2:  36-39.  So  according 
to  this,  the  Lord  may  at  any  time  command  his  people  otherwise  than  a 
monogamic  law.  Besides  this,  we  are  now  living  in  the  time  of  the  joining 
('together  of  the  Nephite  scripture  with  the  scripture  of  “the  tame  olive  tree,” 
or  the  Bible.  And  D.  & C.  42:  5 tells  us,  “The  elders,  priests,  and  teachers 
of  this  Lhurch  shall  teach  the  principles  of  my  gospel  which  are  in  the 
Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon.”  So  the  law  to  govern  marriage  must 
harmonize  with  both  those  books.  We  have  just  examined  the  Book  of 
Mormon  in  regard  to  the  subject  before  us;  now  we  will  see  what  the 
Bible  says  about  it. 

The  Prophet  Moses  said,  “If  brethren  dwell  together,  and  one  of  them 
die,  and  have  no  child,  the  wife  of  the  dead  shall  not  marry  without  unto  a 
stranger:  her  husband’s  brother  shall  go  in  unto  her,  and  take  her  to  him  to 
wife,”  Deu.  25:  5-6.  From  this  text  it  can  be  seen  that  God’s  law  says,  the 
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widow  of  a man  who  died  childless  shall  not  marry  a stranger,  but  she 
shall  become  the  wife  of  the  husband’s  brother;  if  there  is  no  brother,  then 
the  nearest  relative,  “that  his  name  be  not  put  out  of  Israel.”  There  is 
nothing  said  about  it  if  the  husband’s  brother  already  has  a wife  that  he1 
could  not  take  her.  Nothing  of  this  kind.  No  such  provisions  in  the  case. 
And  you  would  not  expect  a man  to  remain  single  expecting  his  brother  to 
die  so  he  would  get  his  wife.  No!  Every  man  needs  a wife  of  his  own, I 
that  he  may  have  a family  of  his  own,  to  keep  up  his  name  in  Israel,  and  if 
his  brother  dies  childless  he  is  required  to  take  the  widow  to  be  his  wife.j 
Then  he  would  have  two  wives.  This  is'  God’s  law.  This  law  was  in  forcei 
in  the  days  of  Judah  about  400  years  before  Moses’  day,  see  Gen.  38th  ch.  1 
Now  because  this  law  was  in  force  before  Moses’  time,  it  was  a part  of  “the1 
everlasting  gospel,”  or  “the  everlasting  covenant,  even  that  which  was  from 
the  beginning.”  It  was  no  part  of  the  law  of  Moses,  or  added  law,  that  was 
to  cease  when  Christ  came. 

It  can  now  be  seen  that  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  God-given 
law  it  would  conflict  with  monogamic  rules.  So  this  text  under  consideration i 
proves  that  Mr.  Strang  tojd  the  truth  on  this  question.  God’s  law  is  not  a 
strict  monogamic  law.  But  in  order  to  make  this  point  more  plain  we  will  j 
give  more  evidence  on  this  subject. 

We  will  now  call  your  attention  to  what  is  recorded  in  Gen.  20th  ch. 
Here  we  are  informed  that  Abimeleck,  by  some  misunderstanding,  took ! 
Sarah,  Abraham’s  wife,  to  his  own  house.  “But  God  said  unto  him  in  a 
dream*  * * restore  the  man  his  wife;  for  he  is  a prophet,  and  he. shall  pray 

for  thee,  and  thou  shalt  live,”  Gen.  20:  6-7.  “So  Abraham  prayed  unto  God; 
and  God  healed  Abimeleck,  and  his  wife,  and  his  maid  servants,  and  they 
bare  unto  him  children,”  Gen.  20:  18,  Inspired  Translation. 

From  this  text  we  learn  that  Abimeleck  had  more  than  one  companion 
in  wedlock;  yet  God  told  him  to  get  his  Prophet  Abraham  to  pray  for  him, 
that  these  women  might  be  fruitful  again.  Now  we  have  already  called  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Jesus  said,  He  and  God  are  one,  and  therefore 
Jesus  would  do  whatever  God  would  do.  Well,  God  told  Abimeleck  to  get  | 
Abraham  to  pray  for  him  and  his  family.  So  Jesus  would  do  the  same. 
Just  think  of  it!  Jesus  telling  his  Prophet  Abraham  to  pray  for  a man  who 
had  more  than  one  companion  in  wedlock,  that  they  might  be  fruitful  again. 
And  now  we  are  told,  “If  ye  are  not  one,  ye  are  not  mine,”  £).  & C.  38:  6. 
Now,  do  you  feel  to  be  one  with  Jesus  in  this  matter?  That  Abraham  did 
right  to  pray  for  this  man’s  family?  If  not,  you  are  not  in  harmony  with 
what  Jesus  would  do. 

The  Bible  speaks  highly  of  Abraham  as  a righteous  man.  Now,  every  j 
Bible  reader  knows  that  during  the  lifetime  of  his  wife  Sarah,  he  took 
Hagar  and  raised  a son  by  her.  And  after  the  death  of  Sarah,  he  married 
Heturah  and  had  at  least  two  concubines.  “Unto  the  sons  of  the  concubines,  I 
which  Abraham  had,  Abraham  gave  gifts  and  sent  them  away,”  Gen.  25:  6. 
Now,  remember  that  Hagar  does  not  count  for  one  of  these  concubines; 
for  her  son,  Ishmael;  and  Isaac,  Sarah’s  son,  were  present  at  the  death  and  j 
burial  of  this  good  man.  But  the  sons  of  the  other  concubines  were  sent 
‘unto  the  east  country,”  before  the  death  of  this  noted  Patriarch. 
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We  have  now  found  that  this  righteous  man  Abraham  had  a wife  and 
one  concubine  in  his  younger  days,  and  a wife  and  at  least  two  concubines 
in  his  older  days;  yet  God  said  of  him:  “Abraham  obeyed  my  voice,  and 
kept  my  charge,  my  commandments,  my  statutes,  and  my  laws,”  Gen.  26:  5. 
Now,  every  person  knows  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  Abraham  to  obey 
God’s  laws  without  he  knew  what  they  were.  He  could  not  happen  upon 
them  by  chance.  Therefore  God’s  laws  had  been  revealed  to  his  prophets, 
at,  or  before  this  time,  and  Abraham  learned  what  they  were,  and  obeyed 
them.  And  we  have  already  shown  that  Jesus  said,  “I  am  he  who  gave  the 
law,”  and  that  the  revelations  from  God  comes  through  Jesus  to  the  holy 
prophets,  “from  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  Nephi  1:  13-14.  Therefore 
it  was  Jesus  who  gave  the  laws  of  God  to  the  holy  prophets  which  Abraham 
obeyed.  And  these  laws  did  allow  him  more  than  one  companion  in  wed- 
lock, as  just  shown;  yet  the  scriptures  speak  of  him  as  a righteous  man. 
And  now  remember  that  Abraham  was  a prophet  of  Christ’s  church;  he  held 
the  priesthood,  and  lived  in  harmony  with  “the  everlasting  covenant,  even 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning.”  And  because  Abraham  was  so  right- 
eous, although  he  had  a large  family,.  God  gave  to  him  and  his  posterity,  the 
land  of  Canaan  “for  an_  everlasting  possession.” 

Jacob  is  represented  in  the  Bible  to  be  a very  righteous  man.  When  he 
grew  up  to  be  a young  man  he  made  preparations  to  get  married.  His 
father,  Isaac,  requested  him  to  get  a wife  among  some  o£  his  mother’s 
lelatives,  some  distance  from  where  he  then  lived,  and  he  blessed  him  before 
he  started  on  his  journey.  While  traveling,  God  appeared  to  him  and  said, 
“I  am  with  thee,  and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whether  thou  goest,  and 
will  bring  thee  again  into  this  land;  for  I will  not  leave  thee,  until  I have 
done  that  which  I have  spoken  to  thee  of,”  Gen.  28:  15.  From  these  words 
it  can  be  seen  that  God  took  special  care  of  Jacob.  He  said,  I am  with  thee, 
and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whether  thou  goest.  So  Jacob  had  his 
father’s  blessing,  and  God’s  special  care  to  look  after  him.  Now  let  us  see 
how  he  got  along. 

Well,  after  a while,  he  got  to  the  end  of  his  journey.  And  do  you 
know!  that  good  young  man  Jacob  got  one  wife,  and  he  never  stopped 
getting  wives  till  he  got  four;  or  rather,  two  wives  and  two  concubines, 
and  God  taking  special  care  of  him  all  the  time.  Well,  in  the  course  of  time, 
God  came  to  talk  with  him.  Did  he  reprove  him  for  his  matrimonial  ven- 
tures? No!  Nothing  of  the  kind.  He  said  to  him,  “Return  unto  the  land 
of  thy  fathers,  and  to  thy  kindred;  and  I will  be  with  thee,”  Gen.  31:  3. 
Jacob  did  as  God  told  him,  and  while  returning,  he  again  appeared  to  him. 
Did  the  Lord  find  any  fault  with  him  then?  No!  He  blessed  Jacob  and 
changed  his  name  to  Israel,  and  said  to  him,  “As  a prince  hast  thou  power 
with  God  and  with  men,  and  hast  prevailed,”  Gen.  32:  28-29. 

Yes,  Jacob  had  such  a big  family,  and  was  so  righteous  in  God’s  sight 
that  he  “prevailed,”  and  got  the  same  inheritance  for  his  children  to  dwell 
in  that  was  given  to  Abraham,  and  the  land  of  America  besides.  “He  pre- 
vailed above  the  blessings  of  my  progenatOrs  unto  the  utmost  bound  of  the 
everlasting  hills,”  Gen.  49:  26. 

After  a while  God  appeared  again  to  Israel.  Did  he  reprove  him  for 
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having  two  wives  and  two  concubines?  No!  He  said  to  him,  “Be  fruitful 
and  multiply;  a nation  and  a company  of  nations  shall  be  of  thee,  and  kings 
shall  come  out  of  thy  loins,”  Gen.  35:  11.  Jesus  would  tell  him  to  multiply. 
He  would  do  whatever  God  did. 

Here  is  another  point  that  should  not  be  overlooked.  Jesus,  by  reve- 
lation through  the  Prophet  Joseph,  speaks  of  “my  servant  Nephi;  and  thy 
father  Joseph,  and  Jacob,  and  Isaac,  and  Abraham,  and  all  mine  ancient 
prophets  and  apostles,”  D.  & C.  95:  6.  From  this  we  learn  that  Nephi, 
Joseph,  Jacob,  Isaac,  and  Abraham  were  all  members  of  Christ’s  church; 
and  that  they  were  apostles  and  prophets  of  that  church.  And  we  have 
already  shown  that  there  is  only  one  true  church.  Two  of  these  five  men, 
Abraham  and  Jacob,  as  just  shown,  had  more  than  one  companion  in 
wedlock  at  the  same  time,  yet  Jesus  calls  them  prophets  and  apostles  of  his 
church.  And  they  were  so  righteous  in  his  sight  that  he  sent  them  for 
angels  to  instruct  Joseph  the  Prophet,  D.  & C.  26:  2.  This  is  given  by 
revelation  from  Jesus  to  Joseph,  so  it  is  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 

Yes,  Abraham  and  Jacob  held  priesthood  in  Christ’s  church.  And  they 
became  righteous  by  obeying  “the  gospel  that  was  from  the  beginning.” 
And  we  have  shown  that  the  gospel,  or  code  of  laws  they  lived  by,  was 
given  through  Jesus  to  the  holy  prophets  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
Therefore  it  was  with  God  and  Christ  the  laws  originated  which  allowed 
them  so  many  women  at  the  same  time,  and  they  were  still  righteous  in 
their  sight.  So  there  is  no  use  of  men  contending  so  much  for  a strict 
monogamic  law,  for,  in  so  doing,  they  are  only  fighting  against  God.  Just 
think  of  Jacob  and  the  big  family  he  had,  yet  on  his  dying  bed  he  was  still 
in  favor  with  God  and  Christ,  and  was  given  from  heaven  that  remarkable 
prophecy,  Gen.  49:  22-26,  that  is  used  so  much  to  help  to  prove  the  Book  of 
Mormon  true. 

Moses  was  a great  prophet  of  God,  and  he  had  at  least  three  wives, 
see  Ex.  3:  1,  Num.  10:  29,  and  12:  1,  and  permitted  others  to  have  more  than 
one.  If  you  don’t  believe  it,  read  Num.  31:  18,  Deu.  20:  14,  21:  1,  and  25:  5. 
Yet  he  was  one  of  God’s  greatest  prophets,  and  he  came  as  an  angel  to  talk 
with  Jesus,  Peter,  James,  and  John  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration. 

Now  look  at  Gideon.  He  had  several  wives,  Judges  8:  30.  Yet  the 
Lord,  by  him,  wrought  a great  deliverance  for  the  Israelites.  And  Paul 
includes  him  among  the  righteous  men;  therefore  he  was  a member  of 
Christ’s  church,  see  Heb.  11:  32. 

If  you  will  read  Hosea  3:  1-3,  you  will  find  that  God  told  the  prophet  to 
take  a wife.  This  was  785  B.  C.,  and  at  the  very  same  time  he  already  had 
a wife,  Hosea  1:  3.  And  the  first  wife  had  not  died,  for  he  raised  at  least 
three  children  by  her.  And  Matthew  endorses  him  for  a prophet  of  God, 
Mat.  2:  15.  Well,  God  told  Hosea  to  take  these  two  wives.  So  Jesus  would 
do  the  same.  In  fact  the  revelation  to  Hosea  telling  him  to  take  these  two 
wives  came  through  Jesus;  for  all  the  revelations  come  through  him.  So, 
in  reality,  it  was  Jesus  who  told  Hosea  to  take  these  two  women.  And,  no 
doubt,  you  remember  how  earnestly  he  prayed,  John  17th  ch.,  for  his  fol- 
lowers to  be  one,  as  he  and  God  are  one.  Now,  do  you  feel  to  be  “one” 
with  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  tell  Hosea,  who  already  had  a wife,  to  take 
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another?  “If  ye  are  not  one,  (with  Jesus,)  ye  are  not  mine/’  D.  & C.  38:  6. 

The  Apostle  James,  in  speaking  of  God,  said,  “With  whom  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning,”  James  1:  17.  Now,  since  God 
told  Hosea  to  take  a wife,  when  he  already  had  one,  he  is  just  as  likely  to 
tell  his  prophet  in  our  day  to  do  the  same.  In  him  there  is  variableness, 
neifher  shadow  of  turning. 

Abraham  is  the  first  righteous  man,  that  the  Bible  speaks  of,  who  had 
more  than  one  companion  in  wedlock  at  the  same  time.  And  remember, 
he  was  a member  in  good  standing  in  Christ’s  church,  holding  the  office  of 
prophet  and  apostle,  and  also  patriarch.  And  from  his  day  to  the  days  of 
the  apostles,  Chrigt’s  chruch  was  the  same  polygamous  church  all  that  time. 
And  what  was  it  then?  It  was  the  same  thing  still.  And  why  was  it  the 
same  thing  still?  Because,  “God  hath  remembered  his  covenant  forever,  the 
word  which  he  commanded  to  a thousand  generations.  Which  covenant  he 
made  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath  unto  Isaac;  and  confirmed  the  same  unto 
Jacob  for  a law,  and  to  Israel,  (in  the  days  of  Moses,)  for  an  everlasting 
covenant,”  1 Chron.  16:  15-19,  Psalms  105:  8-12. 

The  apostles  well  knew  that  the  laws  of  “the  everlasting  covenant,”  or 
“everlasting  gospel”  were  commanded  to  a thousand  generations.  This  is 
why  there  was  no  dispute  between  them  and  the  unbelieving  Jews  on  the 
question  before  us. 

Even  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  book  which  monogamic  L.  D.  Saints 
rely  upon  so  much  to  prove  they  are  right  on  the  marriage  question,  teaches 
in  harmony  with  the  Bible  on  this  subject.  You  perhaps  remember  that  in 
the  fore  part  o^f  this  work  we  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  “the  lord 
of  the  vineyard  and  his  servant”  pruned  “the  tame  olive  tree,”  or  house  of 
Israel.  And  that  this  meant  the  same  code  of  laws  were  used  in  the  various 
dispensations  to  produce  ‘good  fruit,”  or  righteous  men.  And  the  lord  of 
the  vineyard  and  his  servant  rejoiced  because  that  in  the  last  dispensation 
they  got  good  fruit — righteous  men — “like  as  it  was  in  the  beginning,” 
Jacob  3rd  ch.  Well,  who  did  they  have  in  the  beginning  of  the  tame  olive 
tree,  or  house  of  Israel,  that  was  *such  choice  fruit?  It  was  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob.  Two  of  these  three  men  had  more ‘than  one  companion  in 
wedlock  at  the  same  time.  And  the  Book  of  Mormon  teaches  that  the  lord 
of  the  vineyard  and  his  servant,  or  the  same  code  of  laws,  will  be  used  in 
the  last  dispensation  to  produce  more  righteous  men  like  they  were. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Former  Day  Saints,  and  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  is  the  same  church;'  for  we  have  already 
shown  there  is  only  one  true  church.  We  will  now  introduce  you  to  brother 
Abraham,  of  the  Former  Day  church,  a man  that  had  a wife  and  one 
concubine  in  his  younger  days,  and  a wife  and  two  concubines  in  his  older 
days.  We  have  also  shown  that  he  was  a prophet  and  apostle  of  the  church. 

Now  we  will  introduce  you  to  brother  Jacob,  a man  that  had  two  wives 
and  two  concubines,  and  was  a prophet  and  apostle  of  Christ’s  church. 

We  will  next  introduce  you  to  brother  Moses,  a man  who  had  three 
wives,  and  permitted  others  to  have  more  than  one.  He  was  also  a prophet 
of  Christ’s  church. 

And  now  we  would  like  to  have  you  become  acquainted  with  brother 
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Gideon,  a man  that  had  several  wives;  yet  he  was  a prominant  man  of  God. 
Paul  includes  him  among  the  list  of  the  righteous  in  Heb.  11th  chapter. 

And  now  permit  us  to  introduce  you  to  brother  Hosea,  one  of  God’s 
prophets.  A man  who  had  a wife,  and  we  have  shown  that  it  was  Jesus 
who  told  him  to  get  another.  These  were  all  righteous  men,  for  there  is  no 
sin  charged  against  any  of  them. 

We  believe  that  enough  has  now  been  quoted  to  show  that  the  Church 
of  Christ,  which  had  its  headquarters  in  the  land  of  Canaan  for  over  2000 
years,  was  not  a mongamic  church  at  all;  but  in  some  cases  it  was  poly- 
gamic. And  that  the  laws  these  ancient  righteous  men  lived  by  were 
“commanded  to  a thousand  generations.”  Now,  the  Prophet  James  J.  Strang 
told  the  saints  that  God’s  law  to  govern  the  important  subject  of  marriage 
was  not  monogamic.  And  we  have  shown  from  the  Bible  and  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  “the  law  and  the  testimony”  in  the  case,  that  he  told  the  truth. 
When  Mr.  Strang  translated  this  chapter  from  the  ancient  plates,  if  he  had 
caused  it  to  be  put  on  record  that  God’s  law  on  this  subject  was  a strict 
monogamic  law,  there  are  thousands  who  would  call  him  a true  prophet, 
who  now  call  him  a false  prophet.  But  he  told  the  truth  on  this,  and  all 
other  subjects,  as  just  shown  by  the  scriptures.  But  there  are  many  who 
will  not  have  the  truth  on  this  question,  and  it  is  because  they  are  deceived 
in  regard  to  what  the  truth  is.  So  what  many  call  evidence  against  Mr. 
Strang,  is,  in  reality,  evidence  in  his  favor,  for  he  taught  in  harmony  with 
the  pattern  given  by  former  prophets  of  God.  And  we  have  already  shown 
that  all  prophets  of  God  teach  alike.  They  all  receive  their  revelations 
from  the  same  source — from  Jesus.  So  James  J.  Strang  is  in  harmony  with 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  on  this  question. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Prove  All  Things. 

It  was  the  Apostle  Paul  who  said,  “Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be 
in  the  faith;  prove  your  ownseives,”  2 Cor.  13:  5.  Paul  knew  how  easy  it 
was  for  men  to  believe  they  were  in  the  true  church,  and  yet  be  mistaken. 
He  had  been  brought  up  in  the  religion  of  the  Pharaisees,  and  believing  it 
to  be  right,  he  opposed  and  persecuted  the  Apostolic  church.  He  said, 
“I  verily  thought  I ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.”  There  are  thousands  of  men  today  that  are  opposing  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  yet  they  honestly  believe  they  are  doing  right,  they  are  so  badly 
deceived.  Our  Roman  Catholic  and  Sectarian  friends  believe  they  are  right. 
The  most  of  their  ministers  are,  like  Paul,  well  educated.  Of  course  they 
are  honest,  and  on  this  account,  their  lay  members  generally  believe  them 
when  they  say  anything  in  opposition  to  the  latter  day  g*ospel.  Yet  all 
L.  D.  Saints  know  that  the  Bible  teaches  that  the  Apostolic  church  apostat- 
ized, and  has  been  restored  again,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a real  prophet 
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of  God.  We  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  of  divine  origin,  because 
there  are  so  many  Bible  prophecies  that  have  been  fulfilled  in  its  coming 
forth.  Yet  in  the  face  of  all  the  evidence  we  can  produce  to  prove  these 
points,  our  Sectarian  and  Roman  Catholic  friends  oppose  us  on  these  im- 
portant matters;  and,  no  doubt,  “think  they  are  doing  God  a service”  in 
doing  so.  This  shows  that  they  do  not  know,  although  many  of  them 
; testify,  “they  know  they  are  in  the  true  church.”  Now,  let  L.  D.  Saints 
beware,  for  they  do  not  agree  themselves.  They  are  divided  into  different 
ij  organizations.  Some  of  them  are  deceived  just  as  well  as  our  Sectarian 
‘I  friends. 

It  was  Jesus  that  said,  “Many  will  say  unto  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord, 
|j  have  we  not  prophecied  in  thy  name?  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  devils? 
and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works?  And  then  will  1 profess 
unto  them,  ye  never  knew  me;  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity,” 
Mat.  7:  22,  Inspired  Trans.  Now,  this  text  applies  more  to  L.  D.  Saints 
than  others  in  our  day,  because  they  make  more  claims  to  do  the  things 
spoken  of  here.  Although  these  men  had  great  faith  and  did  some  wonder- 
1 ful  works,  yet  on  some  other  points  they  were  deceived,  and  teaching  false 
doctrines.  This  is  why  they  will  be  rejected  in  the  judgment  day.  If  men 
are  not  willing  to  conform  their  minds  to  what  the  scriptures  teach  they 
may  expect  to  be  deceived. 

So  we  believe  it  is  well  to  do  as  Paul  has  said;  “Examine  yourselves; 
whether  ye  be  in  the  faith.”  It  is  mostly  on  points  where  we  differ  from 
i other  L.  D.  Saints  that  we  will  refer  to  by  way  of  showing  we  are  right. 

We  all  believe  in  the  divine  calling  of  the  great  modern  Prophet,  who  was 
| shot  June  27th,  1844.  Since  then  different  men  have  set  themselves  up  for 
leaders  of  the  people.  But  we  have  already  shown,  in  a limited  manner,  by 
the  revelations  of  the  Prophet  Joseph,  that  his  true  successor  in  the 
Prophetic  office  was  James  J.  Strang.  So  as  far  as  this  point  is  concerned, 
we  are  in  the  faith. 

We  have  already  shown  that  all  the  lost  scriptures  are  to  be  restored  to 
I God’s  people.  So  when  Mr.  Strang  translated  from  ancient  plates,  the 
principle  laws  that  were  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  that  was  had  by  Moses, 
it  is  in  exact  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the  scriptures.  We  think  we 
have  already  shown  enough  evidence  to  justify  any  man  in  believing  in  the 
divine  origin  of  this  book,  that  God  has  restored  to  us,  his  people.  The 
Sectarians  say  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  not  a true  book.  But  all  L.  D.  Saints 
say  it  is.  In  like  manner,  we  say  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  of  divine  origin, 
and  other  Saints  say  it  is  not.  We  accept  of  both  these  books  for  the  word 
of  God,  while  other  Saints  oppose  us  on  the  latter  book.  The  reason  for 
this  is,  they  did  not  “grow  in  grace  and  in  a knowledge  of  the  truth”  as  far 
as  we  have.  “To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony:  if  they  speak  not  according 
to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them,”  Isa.  8:  20.  It  was 
Jesus  that  said,  “Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceeds  from  the  mouth  of  God.”  And  since  God  has  spoken  to  his  people 
by  thfe  Book  of  the  Law,  as  well  as  by  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Bible, 
men  must  pay  heed  to  it,  or  sin  will  be  charged  against  them.  On  this  point 
we  are  in  the  faith. 
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Because  James  J.  Strang  taught  that  God’s  law  is  not  monogamic  in  all 
circumstances,  is  the  principle  reason  why  monogamic  L.  D.  Saints  call 
him  a false  prophet.  Well,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  we  have  shown  that 
the  Bible  and  Book  of  Mormon  fully  sustains  him  in  the  position  he  has 
taken  on  the  marriage  question.  And  we  have  already  introduced  you  to 
the  brethren,  Abraham,  Jacob,  Moses,  Gideon,  and  Hosea.  Men  that  held 
priesthood  in  Christ’s  church,  and  had  more  than  one  companion  in  wedlock 
at  the  same  time.  Now  you  cannot  vote  them  out  of  the  church,  because 
they  are  already  in;  and  God,  the  great  Architect  of  the  universe,  has 
accepted  of  them.  And  some  of  them  have  been  sent  as  angels  to  instruct 
Joseph  Smith. 

If  your  elders  want  to  prove  the  Book  of  Mormon  true,  they  at  once 
quote  the  prophecy  of  Jacob,  Gen.  49:. 20-26.  In  fact  you  accept  of  all  these 
men  for  good  men  that  lived  in  olden  times.  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
also  would  tell  about  the  good  prophets  that  lived  in  olden  times,  and 
persecute  the  prophets  that  were  alive  in  their  day.  Now,  if  you  accept  of 
these  men  for  dead  prophets,  and  are  not  willing  to  except  of  them  if  they 
were  alive  on  the  earth  now,  then  you  are  just  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  You  are  “garnishing  the  sepulchers  of  the 
righteous.”  And  remember  that  Jesus  has  said,  “Except  your  righteousness 
exceeds  that  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.” 

The  Apostle  Paul,  in  Heb.  11th  ch.,  tells  about  the  works  of  several 
righteous  men,  some  of  which  had  more  than  one  wife  at  the  same  time, 
yet  he  finished  up  that  chapter  by  saying,  “God  having  provided  some  better 
thing  for  us,  that  they  without  us  should  not  be  made  perfect.”  Well,  who 
are  the  “us”  that  Paul  speaks  of?  The  Saints  that  lived  in  his  day.  So  the 
Saints  of  Paul’s  day,  and  the  righteous  men  referred  to,  were  all  members 
cf  the  same  church.  So  Paul  has  proved  himself  to  be  in  the  faith,  on  this 
question,  by  accepting  of  these  men  for  members  of  the  Apostolic  church, 
if  they  lived  in  his  day. 

Let  us  now  call  your  attention  to  the  teachings  of  the  great  modern 
Prophet.  He  said  there  is  to  be  a “welding  together  of  dispensations,  and 
keys,  and  powers,  and  glories  should  take  place,  and  be  revealed  from  the 
days  of  Adam  even  to  the  present  time,”  D.  & C.  110:  18.  So  there  is  to  be 
a welding  together  of  dispensations.  And  we  have  shown  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  former  days  was  not  a.  monogamic  church  at  all,  but  in  several 
cases  polygamic.  So  the  latter  day  Church  of  Christ  will  grow  till  it  is  the 
same,  or  it  could  not  be  welded  with  the  former  dispensations.  So  you 
monogamic  L.  D.  Saints  are  really  in  the  wrong  church.  You  cannot  be 
welded  with  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Former  Day  Saints.  But  we  of 
the  true  faith  can  be  welded  with  the  righteous  of  all  the  former  dispensa- 
tions. Therefore  we  have  proved  ourselves,  like  Paul,  to  be  in  the  faith,  on 
this  question.  So  the  teachings  of  James  J.  Strang  and  the  Book  of  the 
Law,  on  this  point,  are  fully  sustained. 

Dear  monogamic  L.  D.  Saints,  we  feel  sorry  to  see  such  a smart,  intelli- 
gent people  as  you  are  be  deceived  on  this  question.  So  to  further  assist  you 
to  see  we  have  the  truth  on  our  side,  we  will  refer  to  one  or  two  more  points 
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before  passing  on  to  the  next.  The  following  words  were  spoken  by  the 
Lord  unto  Moses:  “There  shall  no  man  among  them  see  me  at  this  time, 
and  live,  for  they  are  exceeding  sinful.  And  no  sinful  man  hath  at  any 
time,  neither  shall  there  be  any  sinful  man  at  any  time,  that  shall  see  my 
face  and  live,”  Ex.  33:  20,  Inspired  Translation. 

From  this  text  we  learn  that  no  sinful  man  hath  at  any  time  seen  God 
and  live.  Well,  the  very  same  Bible  says  in  Gen.  32:  20,  “And  Jacob  called 
the  name  of  the  place  Peniel:  for  I have  seen  God  face  to  face  and  my  life 
is  preserved.”  And  you  know  that  when  Jacob  was  at  this  place,  he  had 
two  wives  and  two  concubines  and  was  raising  children  by  them  all.  Yet 
he  saw  God  face  to  face,  and  he  didn’t  die  either.  Had  he  been  sinful  in 
God’s  sight,  he  would  have  died.  So  it  is  the  same  as  if  God  said  in  plain 
words,  Jacob  was  a righteous  man  when  he  had  all  these  women.  And 
Jesus  would  say  the  same  of  him  that  God  did;  they  are  one,  you  know. 
Now,  would  you  call  Jacob  a righteous  man  when  he  had  these  four  women? 
You  know  you  would  not.  You  would  say  he  was  sinful  at  this  time.  Then 
you  are  not  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  God  and  Christ  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

We  have  already  shown  |hat  there  is  only  one  true  church,  and  that 
Jacob  was  a prophet  and  apostle  of  that  church,  see  D.  & C.  95:  6.  Now, 
since  Christ  has  only  one  true  church,  and  Jacob  is  a member  of  it,  he  is  a 
member  of  it  if  he  lived  here  right  now.  Now,  you  monogamic  Saints,  would 
you  allow  him  to  be  a member  of  your  church?  You  know  you  would  not. 
You  would  cast  him  out  for  sinful.  By  so  doing  you  would  cast  out  a 
prophet  and  apostle  of  Christ’s  church.  Now,  can  you  not  see  you  are 
wrong  on  this  question?  You  would  cast  out  the  same  man  Jesus  accepts 
of.  Can  you  not  see  you  are  opposing  the  teachings  of  Jesus  on  this  subject? 

If  Abraham  and  his  family  were  alive  on  the  earth  now,  you  would 
speak  of  him  as  a sinful  man;  a man  that  ought  to  be  in  state’s  prison.  But 
God  says  of  him,  he  obeyed  “my  laws,”  Gen.  26:  5.  And  Jesus  would  say. 
the  same  of  him,  for  we  have  shown  it  was  he  that  revealed  the  laws  from 
heaven  that  he  lived  by.  ' You  would  cast  out  for  wicked  the  good  Prophet 
Abraham,  of  Christ’s  church,  that  God  and  Christ  had  approved  of.  Now, 
can  you  not  see  you  are  not  “in  the  faith”  on  this  question? 

These  men  have  lived  by  the  celestial  law,  and  have  attained  to  the 
celestial  glory.  How  can  any  man  expect  to  attain  to  the  same  glory  they 
have,  without  he  is  willing  to  be  a member  of  the  same  church  they  were, 
if  they  and'  their  families  lived  here  now? 

In  the  former  chapter  it  was  shown  that  memorial  sacrifices  are  going 
to  be  restored  again.  But  other  L.  D.  Saints  believe  we  are  wrong  on 
this  point.  But  the  scriptures  fully  sustain  our  position,  as  already  shown. 
So  on  this  subject  we  have  done  as  Paul  directed,  proved  ourselves  to  be  in 
the  faith. 

Although  Brighamites,  Josephites,  and  all  other  kinds  of  L.  D.  Saints 
differ  from  each  other  on  some  important  doctrines,  yet  here  is  a point  on 
which  they  all  see  alike.  They  all  say  James  J.  Strang  was  a false  prophet. 
This  is  only  a case  in  which  “History  repeats  itself.”  It  has  been  the  case 
all  through  the  world’s  history  for  the  majority  to  accept  man  made 
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prophets  for  true  ones,  and  oppose  and  persecute  the  true  prophets.  It  is 
not  because  the  people  do  not  want  true  prophets,  for  they  do,  but  because 
they  get  deceived  and  fail  to  identify  God’s  anointed  prophets. 

We  have  already  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  James  J.  Strang 
Was  called  to  the  prophetic  office  by  the  voice  of  God,  and  appointed  through 
Joseph  as  the  revelations  from  heaven  requires,  and  was  ordained  by  an 
icngel  of  God.  So  he  is  in  exact  harmony  with  the  word  of  God  in  hU 
claims'  to  the  prophetic  office.  Therefore,  in  this  important  point  he  has 
proved  himself  to  be  in  the  faith.  But  not  one  of  the  other  claimants  to  the 
prophetic  office  have  met  with  any  one  of  these  three  requirements  to  induct 
into  that  high  office  to  succeed  Joseph.  Nor  has  any  one  of  the  several 
man  made  prophets  brought  to  light  one  truth  since  the  death  of  Joseph 
Smith  that  was  not  known  at  that  time.  Yet  they  all  say,  “false  prophet!” 
of  James  J.  Strang,  the  only  prophet  that  has,  by  revelation  from  heaven, 
brought  forth  more  truths  since  Joseph’s  death. 

Jesus,  by  revelation  through  Joseph  Smith,  has  said,  “I  have  given  him 
the  keys  of  the  mysteries  and  revelations,  Which  are  sealed,  until  I shall 
appoint  unto  them  another  in  his  stead,”  D.  & C.  27:  2.  From  this  text  it 
is  plain  to  be  seen  that  Joseph  held  “the  keys  of  the  mysteries  and  revela- 
tions, which  are  sealed,”  until  his  successor  was  appointed.  Then  the  suc- 
cessor would  hold  these  “keys.”  And  in  the  letter  Joseph  wrote  appointing 
James  J.  Strang  his  successor,  he  said  of  Janies,  “he  would  be  like  unto  him.” 
So  Mr.  Strang  was  the  man  appointed  of  God  to  -hold  these  keys,  like 
Joseph  did.  And  for  proof  that  Joseph’s  successor  did  hold  the  keys  of 
mysteries  and  revelations,  which  are  sealed,  we  will  refer  you  to  his  finding 
of  the  Voree,  Wisconsin,  plates,  by  the  Urium  and  Thummin,  and  of  his 
translating  them.  Also,  the  angel  of  God  gave  into  his  hand  “the  sealed 
record”  from  which  he  translated  “The  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord,”  by 
Urium  and  Thummin.  Therefore  brother  Strang  has  proved  hlmselLto  be  in 
the  faith,  for  he  held  these  keys  as  brother  Joseph  did. 

But  what  did  any  of  the  man  made  prophets  translate  by  Urium  and 
Thummin?  Nothing!  None  of  them  ever  saw  that  holy  instrument.  What 
did  dny  of  them  ever  reveal  that  any  o'rdinafy  man  could  not  know,  or  do, 
without  any  revelation  about  it?  Nothing!  Still  they  cry  “false  prophet!” 
of  James  J.  Strang,  and  many  of  their  followers  do  the  same. 

James  J.  Strang  was  a highly  educated  man,  a splendid  orator,  and  one 
of  the  best  lawyers  this  country  has  produced.  So  he  had  bright  prospects 
ahead  of  him  for  a good  position  in  the  state  or  nation.  But  he  laid  to  one 
side  all  these  bright  prospects  for  riches  and  worldly  honor,  and  went  and 
Joined  the  despised  L.  D.  Saints  about  five  months  before  Joseph  Smith’s 
death'.  V ery  few  men  of  his  talent  have  had  the  courage  and  manliness  to 
become1  identified  with  the  L.  D.  Saints.  They  were  so  unpopular  at  that 
tirfie:  But  he,  like  Moses,  “had  respect  unto  the  recompence  of  the  reward.” 
He  Was  true'  to  the  cause  he  espoused,  was  faithful  in  his  ministry,  and  died 
a poor  man,-  as  far  as  this  world’s  goods  are  concerned.  He  was  a martyr 
to  the  cause  of  truth*-  and  was  shot  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin  in  the  year 
1856.  He  was  t-ke  only  man  who  did  present  his  credential  to  the  Saints, 
which  proved  him  to  be  Joseph’s  true  successor.  But  the  most  of  them 
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rejected  him  and  called  him  a false  prophet  during  his  life  time,  and  even 
now  they  do  the  same.  Well,  we  must  have  charity  for  them.  “They  know 
not  what  they  do.”  . . 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  fact  that  in  the.Book.of  the  Law,  which 
was  translated  by  the  Prophet  James  J.  Strang,  is  a.  commandment  to  keep 
the  .seventh  .day  of  ihe. week  for  the  Sabbath.  .We  have  also,  referred  to  the 
acknowledged  fact  that  Jesus  taught  and  kept  that  day  for  the  day  of  rest. 
And  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  work  it  was  clearly  shown  that  all  the  Savior 
taught  js  to  be  kept  .up.. . Therefore  .his  .example  andjeachings  on  this  ques- 
tion is  to  be  kept  up  as  well  as  all  the  rest  of  his  teachings.  “Him  (Jesus) 
shall  ye  hear  .in  all  things,  whatsoever  he  shall  _say  unto  you.  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  that  every  soul,  which  will  not  hear  that  prophet,,  shall  bg- 
destroyed  from  among  the  people,”  Acts  3:  22:23,.  And  Jesus,  knowing  that, 
ihe  time  is  close  at  hand  when  all  will  be  destroyed  from  among  the  right- 
eous, has  again  ..called  .our  atenjio.n  to.  this  .important  text,  in  D.  & C X \ # 
Now,  from  the  fact  that  the  time  is  close  at  hand.  when,  all  will  be  destroyed 
from  among  the  righteous  who  will  not  conform  theip. minds  .to, j and  obey 
all  Jesus  has  taught,  the  true  Sabbath  j day  included,  ijt  shows  that  at  this 
present.. time , they  are  .under  condemnation  before  God,  but  his  judgments 
are  not  yet,  in  great  measure,  poured  out  upon  the  people,  . . 

With  this  text  agrees,  theL  teachings  .of. Jesus. record.edu ip  hi.s  sermpn  on 
the  Mount.  “Think  not  thatJLam  come  to  destroy  the  Jaw,  jor  thg. prophets, 
For  verily  I.  say  unto  you,  heaven  andieartbimusUpass  jiway,  but  one.  j oh  or 
one  title  shall  in.  no.  wise  pass  from  the  law  till  all  be  fulfilled,”' Mat.  5f:il9-20j 
Inspired  Translation.  This  text  permits  of  no  changing  or  doing  away  with 
one  job.  omone  title., of  ..God!s... law:  till-  aLh'.is  fulfilled.  And  Ml  is  not  fulfilled 
yet,  nor  will  .it  be  for  a long  time  to  come. 

. ...  ..Now, notice,  how  the.  next  verse  reads  in  the  same  Bible?  “Whosoever, 
therefore,  shall  break  one  of  these  least  commandments,  and  shall  teach 
men  , so  to  do,  shall  not  be  sawed,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,”  There  is  no 
man  who  is  trying  to  be  a Christian  that  .would  refuse  to  repent  of  his.  sins, 
and  be  baptized.  Nor  would  he  worship,  an  idol,  nor  steal,  nor  murder,  nor 
do  anything  of  that  kind.  .But  there  are  thousands  of  them  who  break  God’s 
law  in  regard  to  the  Sabbath.  And  not  only  this,  but  they  teach. others  to.do 
the  same.  They  believe  they,  are  right  in  doing  so,  .they. ..are.  sjo badly  de- 
ceived. Well,,  the.  Inspired  Translation  says  of  all  who  break,  and  teach 
others  to  break,  one  of  the.  commandments  oLGod,^  will  nob  be'  saved  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  . ...  . . .. 

Now,  dear  reader,  do  not  bl^me.  me  for  quoting  These  words.  They  are 
a part  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  which  have  been  given  by  revelation  through 
Joseph  Smith.  . There  are  many  L.  D.  Saints,  as  well  as  Sectarians,  who 
have  not  noticed  the  teachings  of  this  text.  So  it  is  a duty  devolving  upon 
me,  as  a man  of  God,  to  call  your  attention  to  it,  before  it  is  too  late. 

All  of  us  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  L.  D.  Saints  teach  the  true 
Sabbath  day;  the  seventh  day  of  the  week.  But  there  may  be  some  of  us* 
at. the  present  time,  who  do  not  keep.it,  owing  to  our  scattered  condition 
This,  no  doubt,  is  the  reason  it  was  revealed,  they  who  break,  and  teach 
others  to  break  the  laws  of  God  will  not  be  saved;  but  those  who  teach  the 
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true  Sabbath  law,  but  owing  to  circumstances,  cannot  keep  it,  yet  they  can 
be  saved.  But  the  time  is  coming  when  we  will  have  to  teach  and  keep  the 
commandments  of  God  on  this,  as  well  as  all  other  points,  in  order  to  be 
living  in  a saved  condition. 

We  have  now  found,  in  a limited  manner,  that  the  teachings  of  the 
scriptures,  the  subsequent  development  in  the  case,  has  fully  supported 
what  J.  J.  Strang  gave  by  revelation,  that  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  is 
the  Sabbath  day.  So  we  have  done  as  Paul  said  to  do,  “Examine  yourselves, 
whether  ye  be  in  the  faith,”  2 Cor.  13:  5.  Yes,  we  have  examined  ourselves, 
and  found  that  we  are  in  the  faith  on  this  point.  And  more  than  this,  we 
are  in  the  faith  on  all  points  as  far  as  it  has  been  revealed  from  heaven  in 
these  latter  days. 

Well,  we  have  shown  that  James  J.  Strang  was  a true  prophet,  and  that 
the  Lord,  by  him,  has  renewed  the  commandment  in  these  latter  days  to 
keep  the  true  Sabbath  day.  With  this  agrees  the  teachings  of  Joseph  Smith. 
He  said  there  is  to  be  “a  whole,  and  complete,  and  perfect  union,  and 
welding  together  of  dispensations,”  D.  & C.  110:  18.  Now,  since  the  former 
dispensation^had  a seventh  day  of  the  week  Sabbath,  then  this  latter  day 
dispensation  must  grow  till  it  has  the  same,  or  it  could  not  be 
welded  with  the  former  ones.  Well,  the  commandment  is  already 
given  from  heaven  on  this  question,  and  this  dispensation  is  now 
welded  with  the  former  ones  on  this  point.  But  the  most  of  men,  even  of 
L.  D.  Saints,  want  their  own  way  about  it,  so  they  pay  no  heed  to  this 
revelation  from  heaven.  And  besides  this;  they  call  God’s  anointed  Prophet, 
the  successor  to  Joseph  Smith,  a false  prophet.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  Jesus 
has  revealed  through  Joseph:  “Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  break  one  of 
these  least  commandments,  and  shall  teach  men  so  to  do,  shall  not  be  saved 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven?”  Mat.  5:  21,  Inspired  Translations. 

Many  L.  D.  Saints  wonder  why  it  is  that  our  Sectarian  friends  are 
so  opposed  to  Joseph  Smith.  And  he  was  a prophet  of  God.  Yet  at  the 
same  time,  they  oppose  James  J.  Strang,  and  he  was  a prophet  of  God.  It 
is  because  the  people  are  deceived  in  both  these  cases. 

It  ought  be  plain  to  the  minds  of  every  one  that  any  scripture  which 
preceded  Moses’  day  would  contain  nothing  but  the  laws  of  God  that  belong 
to  “the  everlasting  covenant,  even  that  which  was  from  the  beginning.” 
There  would  be  no  law  of  Moses,  or  added  law  about  it.  Well,  we  have 
already  shown  that  “the  Book  of  the  Covenant,”  or  “the  Book  of  the  Law,” 
which  Moses  had,  which  he  preached  from,  preceded  his  day.  Therefore 
the  laws  of  God  which  this  book  contains  would  be  a part  of  the  everlasting 
covenant. 

Every  man  that  is  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  Israelites,  since  the 
days  of  Moses,  knows  that  the  blessings  and  cursings  spoken  of  by  that 
great  Prophet,  has  been  literally  fulfilled.  In  the  30th  ch.  of  Deu.  he 
preached  to  the  people  concerning  their  descendants  in  the  latter  days.  He 
knew  they  would  be  scattered  among  all  nations.  He  said,  “Whe^e-  all  these 
things  are  come  upon  thee,  the  blessing  and  the  curse,  which  I have  set 
before  thee,  and  thou  shalt  call  them  to  mind  among  all  the  nations,  whither 
the  Lord  thy  God  hath  driven  thee,  and  shalt  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God, 
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and  shall  obey  his  voice  according  to  all  that  I command  thee  this  day  * * 

then  the  Lord  thy  God  will  turn  thy  captivity,  and  have  compassion  upon 
thee.  * * And  thou  shalt  return  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  to  do  all 

his  commandments  which  I command  thee  this  day.  * * If  thou  shalt 

harken  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  keep  his  commandments  and 
his  statutes  which  are  written  in  this  Book  of  the  Law,”  Deu.  30:  1-10.  The 
remainder  of  this  chapter  continues  to  tell  about  the  blessings  and  cursings 
that  would  follow  the  people,  according  to  whether  they  obeyed,  or  dis- 
obeyed what  “I  (Moses)  command  thee  this  day.” 

This  chapter  teaches  that  the  Israelites  in  the  latter  days  are  to  become 
righteous  when  they  obey  what  Moses  taught  them  that  day.  And  that  day 
he  preached  to  them  from  the  Book  of  the  Law,  a book  that  preceded  his 
day,  so  it  contained  the  laws  of  God  that  belong  to  “the  everlasting 
covenant.”  And  Moses  told  the  people  to  “harken  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  thy  God,  to  keep  his  commandments  and  his  statutes  which  are 
written  in  this  Book  of  the  Law,”  Deu.  30:  10.  So  the  Israelites  in  the  latter 
days,  in  our  day,  are  to  become  righteous  when  they  obey  the  laws  of  God 
that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  Law  which  Moses  had.  Well,  all  L.  D. 
Saints  believe,  and  rightly  too,  that  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  gospel 
will  go  to  the  Israelites.  But!  according  to  Moses,  the  servants  of  God,  or 
the  L.  D.  Saints,  that  bring  the  gospel  to  the  Israelites,  are  to  have  the 
Book  of  the  Law  that  he  had,  because,  it  is  according  to  this  book’s  teachings, 
that  they  are  to  become  righteous  in  the  latter  days,  so  that  the  curses  for 
breaking  God’s  laws  will  cease  to  follow  them.  Now,  let  all  kinds  of 
L.  D.  Saints  answer  this  question:  Which  of  you  have  the  Book  of  the  Law 
that  Moses  had?  Not  a sound  is  heard  from  any  of  them:  except  from  us, 
the  true  L.  D.  Saints.  We  have  the  Book  of  the  Law  which  Moses  had! 
This  book,  long  lost  to  men,  has  been  restored  to  us  by  God’s  Prophet, 
James  J.  Strang.  Yes,  thank  the  Lord,  we  have  the  book!  Then  this  identi- 
fies us  to  be  the  true  L.  D.  Saints — The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  So  on  this 
important  point  we  have  proved  ourselves  to  be  “in  the  faith.” 

We  have  just  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Moses  said  the  com- 
mandments of  God  are  “written  in  this  book  of  the  Law;”  the  book  he  had. 
And  Mr.  Strang  says,  the  Book  of  the  Law  of  our  day  is  “an  inspired  trans- 
lation of  some  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  Law  given  to  Moses,  and 
a very  few  additional  commandments,  with  notes  and  references.”  And 
the  witnesses  to  this  book,  as  already  shown,  testify:  “James  J.  Strang 
has  the  plates  of  the  ancient  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord  given  to  Moses, 
from  which  he  translated  this  Law  and  has  shown  them  unto  us.”  There- 
fore, it  is  the  same  as  if  Moses  said  to  us:  The  Book  of  the  Law  you  have 
contains  the  commandments  of  God.  So  it  is  no  wonder  that  we  say  the 
Book  of  the  Law  we  have  contains  the  commandments  of  God,  for  the  great 
Prophet  Moses  does  the  same. 

This  work  is  getting  long,  so  we  will  have  to  bring  it  to  an  end. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  we  have  all  the  truth  that  other  L.  D.  Saints  have,  and  a 
good  many  truths  they  have  not  got.  And  we  believe  that  we  can  show 
plenty  of  scriptural  proof  in  support  of  all  points  wherein  we  differ  from 
other  L.  D.  Saints,  to  make  it  clear  that  we  have  the  truth  on  all  such 
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subjects.  So  we  know  by  “the  law  and  the  testimony”  that  we  are  the  true 
Saints  of  God.  We  believe  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  Lord  will 
laise  up  unto  us,  his  true  servants,  another  great  prophet;  for  there  has 
oeen  no  prophet  of  God  among  any  L.  D.  Saints  since  the  death  of  James  J. 
S. rang  in  the  year  1856.  Then  many  L.  D.  Saints  will  be  able  to  see  the 
erior  they  have  made  in  following  man  made  prophets.  Then  they  will 
unite  with  us  by  hundreds  and  thousands.  We  teach  the  gospel  in  harmony 
W1  e eachings  of  Jesus,  and  he  said,  “This  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall 
! e preached  in  all  the  world  for  a witness  unto  all  nations:  and  then  shall 
. 6 end  come’  Mat.  24:  14.  “This  gospel  of  the  kingdom”  had  a seventh 
day  of  the  week  Sabbath,  and  so  has  the  scriptures,  and  so  have  we  The 
gospe  as  we  preach  it  is  “this  gospel  of  the  kingdom,”  that  will  be  preached 
in  all  the  world  before  the  end.  ^ 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  dear  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  true  faith 
* feel  to  say  to  you  as  Paul  said  to  the  Church  at  Ephesus:  “Now  therefore’ 
ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints’ 
and  with  the  household  of  God;  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  apostles’ 

H fldPr°PfiH  ’ /eSU%  teing  thC  Chief  C'°rner  stone:  In  whom  Ml  the 

m lding  fitly  framed  together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord  ” 

Yes,  we  are  fitly  framed  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  Jesus  on  all 
points  as  far  as  it  has  been  revealed.  And  if  we  are  faithful  unto  ’he  end 

Who  dT  a e US  am°ng  thOSe  of  whom  he  said,  “Bussed  are  they 

who  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life  and 
may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city.”  ’ 


E.  T.  COUCH. 
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